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Importaneo of tho Work. 

I WAS shown, Jan. 3, 1S7 5, many things 
relative to the gi'cat and hnportanfc inter- 
ests at Battle Vimk, in the work of the 
Publishing Association, the School, and the 
Health In^stitute, If tliese institutions 
were proiiorly eonduetetl they would great* 
ly advance the cause of God in the s]n-ead 
of the truth, and in the salvation of mik 
We are living amid the i>eriU of t!ie last 
da}'B, Confjecmtion to Ciod can alone fit 
any of us to act a part in the solemn and 
important closing work for tliis time. 
There are kit tew "wholly AinseltUh men~'(P . 
to fill responsible iiasitiuns who have given ' 
themaolves untTCservedly to God, to hear 
hk voice and study his glory* Thera ai*e 
hut few who would, if rotjuired, give their 
^r^-Jwes t'f^ ailvance the « au^^i* (lod. Just 
\ such devotion as tlii?5 CiiU^^Bms. 

Men are deeeived in tliinking the}' are 
serving Uod when tliey are serving them- 
selves aiul makiiii^^ tlio interest of the 
cause and work of IUmI a secondary uiattor. 
Their hvml^ ar«' uot tumseeratrd, iUn} 
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takers no pleasui^ in the scrvitjea of this 
class. 

From time to time, as the cause ha^ pm- 
grcssed, he has, in his providence, desig- 
nated men to fill positions at Battle Creek. 
These men could Ell important positions if 
they would be consecrated to God, and de- 
vote their energies to his work. These 
men of God's selection needed the very 
discipline that a devotion to the w<?rk of 
God would give tliem. He would honor 
these men by connectinsr them with him- 
self, and giving them his Holy Spirit to 
qualify them for the responsibilities they 
were called to bear. They could not gain 
that bimclth of experience and knowledge 
of the divine will without they were in 
positions to bear burdens and responsibil- 
ities. None should be deceived in think- 
ing that, in crmnet'ting themselves with 
the work of God in Battle Greek, they 
will have le>ss care, lesn ban! labor, and less 
ti'ial.s. Katan is more active where there 
is the uiost bemg done to advance the 
tnifch and to save souls. 

Ho undei'^M^a human nature, aiid-hc^ 
will not let tlHpnion alone if there is any 
prospect of then* becoming more Uke Ghrist 
and more useful workers in the cause of 
(liKl. Siitaii lays ]\h plans in |ums his 
temptations up<jri tlie very uieu \vhm\ iM 
has KigniliL^d ho won hi accept to at*t a [ >art 



in connection with his work, Tfc is 8atan s 
study how Uo can Ixjsfc war against and 
defeat the purposes of Goth He is ac- 
<liiamted with the weak points as well 
as the stran.Gj points in the chai-acters of 
men. And_.i i v a. su U t ] e \\\ ami ar 1 1 e \yi >rkH_ 
with all ot^ccn alileucss ul unrightooii^ioss 
t?TtEwart the pur]^oses of God hj assailing 
the weaJv points in the 'character. And 
when this if^ done he has the way preimred 
to attack and overcome the stronger points 
of characier. He gains control of the mind 
and blinds the understanding. He leads 
uien who arc bewildered and overcome by 
his devices to self-confidence and self-suffi- 
ciency at the veiy time when they are the 
weakest in moi^al power. The y Iccome 
self-deceijejjja^ think the^ arem^^ gir 

~lbe enfemy will seize every thing possible 
to use in his favor an<l to destroy sonls. 
Testimonies have l)een home in favor of 
individuals occupying important positions. 
They commenced w-eU to lift the burdens 
and act their part in connection with the 
--work of God. But Sal^^was puming 
them with his temptatio^lnd they wete 
finally overcome. 

As others look upon their cotiise of 
wrong, Satan suggests to their minds that 
thei^ must be a mistake in the testimonies 
given for these persons^ else these men 
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would not liave jnovcd themselves im- 
wortby to Wr a part in the work of ilmh 
This 'is just m Satan designed it sliould be. 
Me would throw doubt in regard to the 
light God had given. These men might 
have withstood the temptations of Satan 
had thoy heeii watchful and guarded, feel- 
ing their own insufficiency, and trusting in 
the name and strength of Jesus to stond 
faithful to duty. But it should be borne 
in mind that conditions have ever been 
connected Avith the encouragement given 
these men, that if they would maintain an 
unselfish spirit and feel their weakness, and 
lely upon God, trusting not in their own 
wisdom and judgment, hut making him 
their strength, they could i>e a great bless- 
ing in hiK t-ause and work. 

But Hatan has come in with his tempta- 
tions, and has triumphed, almost without 
an exception. He has so arranged circum- 
stances to aasail the weak points in the 
characters of these men, and they have 
Ijeen overcome. How sliamefully they 
have injured the cause of God ! If ow fulfy 
they have sep^||ted themselves from hiffi-^ 
by following ^Plr own coiTupt hearis, 
tjieir own souls may answer! But the 
l&y of God will reveal the tnie cause' for 
all oiif "disappointments in man. (Sod m 
not at fault, l^pon '^conrRtions he gave 
them encouraging promises, but they did 



tiot comidy with these conditions. They . 
tru-stcd to their own sti-ength, and fell 
under temptations. <:^^ i<Uj( (^i 

That which under certain cii-cumstances ' / 
could be said of men, could not be said of 
Ubem under other circuniBtances. Men 
are weak in juoral power, and so supremely 
selfish, so sclf-suflicient, and easily puffed 
up with vain conceit, that God cannot 
work in connection with them, and they 
are left to move like blind men, and reveal 
30 great weakness, and their' folly is so 
manifest that many arc astonished that 
such individuals should ever have been 
acoci)tedj and acknowledged as worthy of 
liaving any connection with God's work. 

This is just what Satan designed. This 
was his object fiom the time he fii-st 
especially tempted these men to x-eproach 
tlie cause of God, and to cast refiectioiiw 
ij)>on the testimonies. Had they renminbi 
wliei-e their influence would not lia\e es- 
pecially been felt upon the cause of God, 
Satan would not have beset them so fierce- 
ly, for he could not accomplish his i)uq>ose 
iiy^iising tbem as his instntmcnts to do a 
specia! work. w 

In the advancement of ine work of God, 
that which may be said in tntth of indi- 
viduals at one time may not correctly Ije 
said of them at another time. The reason 
of this is that one month they may have 
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stooJ in mnoceney, living 141 11 ic ln'f^t 
light they bad, while the month fullowing 
was none too short for them to be over- 
come by Satan's devices, and through self- 
confidence, fair into grievons mm, and be- 
come unfitted for the work of God 

Minds are so subject to cliange through 
tlie subtle temptations of Satan tliat it is 
not the best policy for mj husband or my- 
self to take the responsibility of even 
stating our opinions or judgment of the 
<[oalificatiom ^ of pei-sons to fill difterent 
positions, because we are made responsible 
for the oourse such individuab pui-gne, 
Notwiihgtanding they may have been the 
very pmons for the place, if they had 
maintained the humility and firm trust in 
Qod which they had when recommended 
to take responsibilities. These pei-sons' 
cl^angc, yet are not sensible of the change 
in themselves. They fall under tempta- 
tion, are led away from their steadfast- 
ness, and separate their connection from 
Ood. They then ai^ controlled by the 
enemy, and do and say things which dis- 
• honor God andjeproach his cause. Then 
Satan exults tofsee our brethren and sis- 
tei-g looking upon us with doubt, because 
we have given them encouragement and 
influence. 



Slate o^-th© World. 

- The state of the world was shown 

fast filling up tlie cup of iniquity. Vio- 
lenc^e and crime of eveiy desenption are 
filling our world ; and Satan is using ev- 
eiy means to make cnmo and tlebasing 
kiee popular. 

^ The youth who walk the sti^ets are 
. suHTkunded with handbills and notices of 
crime and sinj pi^esented in some novel, or 
to be act'fid at a theater. Their minds are 
educated into familiarity with sin. The 
course pni-sued by the base and vile is 
kept Isefore them in the periodicals of the 
;day. Everything which can excite curi- 
y>sity and ai-ouae the animal passions is 
brought before tiie young in thrilling and 
exciting stories. 

The literature tliat proceeds fioni cor- 
rupted intellect poisons the minds of thou- 
sands in our world. Hin does not appear 
exceedingly sinful. They hear and read 
so much of debasing crime and viLeness 
that the once tender mind, which would 
have recoiled with horror J>ecomes blunted, 
so that it can dwell upori^he low and vile 
sayings and actions of men with |reedy_^ 

As it was in tiie days of ^' oah, so shall 
it be also in the days of the Son of man " 
God will have a people ?:ealouB of good 
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j^Mi'k.s, stiimling iivm amkl the poJlulions 
r (if this degenerate age. ^lUsiuewiil bo a 
_ — ^.e^ple yfh9 bold HQ fast totEe^'llivine 
\ str^ngtli that tkey will be proof against 
every temnfeation. Evil cominumcations, 
in flaming liandbili% may seek to speak to 
^ their senses and corrupt their minda, yet 
I they arc so united to God and angels that 
I they are a^ tliofse who see not, and those 
! who hear not. They have a work to do 
^^hich no one can do for thoni, which is to 
fight the good fight of faith, and Jay hold 
on eternal life. They will not be self-con- 
fident and self'Suiticient They know 
their weakness^ and unite their ignorance 
to Christ's wisdom— their weakness to his 
strengtlL 

Youth may have firm principle that the 
most ])owerfol temptfttions of Satan wiii 
not chuw them awa}^ from their allegiance. 
Samuel was a child surrounded with the 
most corrupting influences. He saw and 
hsai'd things that grieved his soul The 
Sons of Eli, who ministered in holy olHce, 
wei-e controlled by Satan. These men pol- 
luted the whole atmo5[iliero which suiv 
rounded them, ^' Men and w^omen were 
daily fascinated with sin and wrong; yet 
Samuel walked untainted. His robes of 
ehai-a^iter were s]wtless. He did not fel- 
lowship or have the leiist delight in the 
mm w^hich filk^d all fsmel witli fearful 
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reports. Samuel loved (Jotl, and kc[it his 
mmi in such close connection wibii Heaven 
that an angel was sent to talk with him 
in reference t*> tfic sins of Kli's sons, which 
were corrupting Israel 

Appetite and ]iassion are overcoming 
tliousands of rhrists professed followci's. 
The senses become so Ijlunted on account 
of familiarity with sin that they do not 
abhor it, but view^ sin as attractive* The 
end of all things is at hand. Not much 
^Jonger will God bear with tlie crimes and 
del^mg ini([nity of tlie children of men. 
Tlieir crimes have indeed i^eached unto the 
heaven!?, and will soon be answered by the 
feaiful plagues of God upon tlie earth. 
They will drink the cup of God's wrath, 
unmixed with mercy, 
/ I bav^_^en^ thfiJaageiiJif aven the^proA 
( fesieJ children of God being corrupted. 
I Licentiousness is binding men and w^omenj 
ms captives. They seem to be infatuated J 
Ww^erless Uj resist and overcome upon fchel 
point of appetite and passion. Tn Godl 
Ahere is power; in him there is strength, 
^(they will take hold jipj^n it, Jesus will/ 
fstimulate every one who has named the) 
jname of Christ with his life-giving power. 
I Dangci-s anil peril surround m. And we 
I arc only safe when we feel our iveakness 
Vnd cling with the gimsp of faith tti our^ 
.Mighty Deliverer. It is a fearful time ' 
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SwhiHi we liva Wo rnn not ocimD w atc-li- 
fiilncss uud pmyei To F a momm ir Our 
helfd(5ss souls must rely oh Jeikiirour coni- 
pas^sionate Redeemer. 

I was shown the greatness* and impor- 
tance of the work before ub. But few feel 
and sense tlic true state of things. AIL 
will be overcome who are asleep, and who 
iiaBnot rgalixc any necessity for vigilance 
,^nd alanti.% Young men are arising id en- 
r'age^iETthe work of God, some of whom 
have scarcely any sense of the sacredness 
and the responsibility of the work. They 
have but little experience in exercising 
faith, and In cai-ne.st sfiul-hunger for the 
Spirit of (Jod, which ever kings returns. 
Some men of good capabilities who mic;ht 
fill important positions do not know what 
spirit they are of They can run in a jo- 
vial mood as nat\imlly as the water Hows 
down liill. They will talk nonsense and 
sport with young girls while abnost daily 
listening to the most solemn, soubstir ring 
truths. These men liave a head religion, 
but their heaiis ai-e not sanctified by the 
truths tliey hear. Sucli can never lea-d 
othei-s to the fountain of living watem un- 
til tbey have drank of tbo stream them- 
ijelvea 

j It xmo tijui0-J*yw-for lightness, for van- 
jity, or tritimg. The scenes of this earth^s 
< history Ai«e soon to close. ^r[inds that have 
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been lail to looae thought need eliange. 
Says the apostle Peter, " Gird up the 
loins of your mind, be sober, and hope to 
the end for the grace that in to be brought 
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ \ 
as obe<lient children, not fashioning your- 
selves according to the former lusfe in your 
ignoi-ance ; but as He which hath called 
you is holy, so be ye holy in all manner of 
coversation ; because it is written, Be ye 
holy ; for I am holy " 

These loose thoughts must be gathei-ed 
up and centered on God The very 
thoughts should be in obedience to the 
will of God. Praise should not be [jiven 
or expected, for this will have a tendency 
to foster self-confidence rather than to in* 
ci-ease humility, to corrupt rather than 
purify. Mm who ai-e really qualified, and 
feel &at they have a part to act in con- 
nection with the work of God wiLl feel 
pressed beneatli the sense of the saeredness 
of the work as a cart beneath sheaves., 
fNow is the time for tlie most earnest et-i 
^iforts to overcome the natujaJJeeling of the) 
^ carnal heart. ''Y\-^>V* 

Reformation Needed. 

TLmo is grcal. ni^ci^ssity for a rcrcjnua- 
tion among the ptsople of th>tl. The pres- 
ent state of the cluircli leatls to t!ie mqui- 
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ly, U ihi^ tlie correct repraieufcation of Him 
who gave his life for us f Are these the 
followers of Christ, and thus k-etbren of 
tiiose who coimtctl not tlieir lives dear un- 
to tlieukselvc8 ? Tlio Bible standard an<l 
the Bible <lcii€nption of Olirmt'?* foUowens 
will be foimd mre indeed. Having for- 
saken Ciod, the fountain of livmg waters, 
they have hewn them out cisterns, brolcen 
cisterns that can hold no water." Baid the 
angel, " Lack of love and faith are the gj-eat 
dns of which God's people are now giulty." 
Lairk of faith leads to carclessnc.s,s, and to 
love of self and the world. Tl lo^e who ^p- 
amte themselves from God and fall under 
temivfcation indulge in gi-oss vices, antl tlie 
carnal heart load.s to great wickedness. 
And this state of things is found among 
many of GolFs professed people. They arc 
ju'ofesscdly serving (lod while they are t^> 
all intents and purposes corrupting their 
ways before him. Appetite and i^assion 
will be indulged by many notwithstanding 
the clear light of truth points out the dan- 
ger, and lifts its warning voice, Eewam, i-e- 
stimn, deny. The wages of sin is death. 
Notwithstanding there are those wlio Iiave 
made shipwreck of faith, and their exam- 
ple stands as a beacon to warn others fj-om 
piir^5uing the same coum, yet many will 
n\y}i ma<lly nn. HaUn has i-untj'ol (tf their 



minds and seems to have power over their 
bodies. 

Oh' how many flatter themselves that 
they have goodness and righteousness when 
the true light of God rex eaLs that all theii; 
lives they have only lived to ]jlea&e them- 
selves. Their, whole conduct Ls ahhonxjd 
of God. And how many are alive withovit 
the law. In their gross darkness they 
view themselves with coiuplacency, hut let 
the law of God he revealed to their con- 
sciences, as it was to Paul, ami they wotdd 
see that they were sold under sin, and luust 
die to the carnal mind. Self nmst he slain. 

How sad and feaiful the mistakes many 
are making. They are building on the 
sand, and flatter themselves that tliey are 
liveted to the eternal Hock. Many wlu* 
pixjfess godliness are rushing on recklessly 
. >nd ai-e insensible of their danger, as though 
there was no future Judgment, A fearful 
retribution awaibi them, and yet they are 
controlled by impulse and gross passion, 
and are filling out the dark life reeoi*d for 
the Judgment I lift my voice of warning 
to all who name the name of Christ to de- 
part from all iniriuity. Purify your souls 
by obeying the truth. Cleanse yourselves 
fmm all flithincss of the flesh and spirit, 
perfecting holiness in the fear of God. Vou 
to whom this ajvplies know what I meau. 
Even you who have eorntj>tiiid your ways 
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Lciorc the Lord, parUkcii €1' the iiii<iuity 
that aboundja, and blackened your souJs 
with sin, Jesus Btill invites you to turn 
from your eoui-sc of sin, and take hold of 
his strength, and find in him that pearc, 
power, and grace, that will make you more 
tli&n con(|ueroi-3 in his name. 

The cormptions of this degenemtc age 
'mve stained many souls who have been 
professedly ser\ung God. But even now 
it IB not too late for WTongs to be righted, 
and for the blood of a crucified and risen 
Saviour to atone in your behalf, if you re- 
}jent and feel your need of pardon. 

We need now to watcb and pray m nev- 
er before, lest we fall under the power of 
temptation and leave our example as a 
miserable wreck. We must not, m a peo- 
)>le, become careless and look upon sin in- 
differently. The camp needs purging. All 
who name the name of Christ need to 
watch and pray, and gnard the avenues oi' 
the soul; for Satan is at work to cormpt 
and destroy if he has the Imst advantage 
given him. 

My bi-etliren, Clod calh^ upon you as his 
foUowens to walk in the light. Vou need 
to be alarmed. Sin is among us, and it is 
not seen to lie exceedingly sinful The 
Henses cjf many are lii'mnul>ed by Lhe in- 
diilgeni'O ill" a[>[>iitiir and Llie fanuHariiy 
with sin. Wo nwA to fiilvanee noarei' 
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ileavifJK Wo may grow in ^ruc^ :uid in * 
the knowledge of the tmth. Walking in 
the liglit, and running in the way of God's 
commandments, do not give us tlie idea 
that we can .stand still and do nothing. 
We must bo advancing. 

In self-love and self- exaltation and pride, 
there is gimt wcalaiess, while in humility 
there is gi^eat strength. Our true dignity 
is not maintained when we think most of 
oiuTselves, but when God is in all our 
thoughts, and our hearts are all aglow with 
love to our Redeemer and love to our fel- 
low-men. Shnplicity of ehaiBcter and low- 
liness of heart will give happiness, while 
self-conceit will bring discontent, repin- 
ing, and continual disappointment. It is 
learning to think less of ourselves and more 
of making othei-s happy that will bring to 
us divine strength. 

In our separation fmm God, in our pride 
and darkness, wc are constantly seeking to 
elevate ourselves, and we forget that low- 
liness of mind is power. Our Saviours 
power was not in a strong army of sharp 
words that wonld pierce the very soul 
tlirougli, but it was his gentlenes.-? and plain, 
unassuming mannei-s that made him a eon- 
([ueror of hearts. Tride and self-import- 
ance, when compai'ed witii lowhness and 
humbleness of mind^ are indeed weakness. 
We are invited to leam of Him who wm 



mebk and lowly of hmi ; then w€ fihall ex- 
perience thatrrest and peffcce so inueK to be 



Love of the World. 

The temptation presented by Satan tti 
our Savionr upon the excftoding liigli 
\ mountain is one of the Icad&ig temptations 
iwliicli humanity must The kmg- 

^' doms of the world in their glory were pre- 
sented to Christ by Satan bs a gift upon 
condition that he wo^ild yield to hint honor 
as to a superior. Oiir Saviour felt the 
sti^ngth of this temptation. He met it in 
our l^half, aiid conquered. He would not 
have been tested on this point if man were 
not to be tried with the same temptation. 
In his example of resistance, he gave us a 
csopy of the course we should pursue when 
Satan should come to us individually, to 
lead m fmm our integrity. 

No man can be a follower of Chnst arid 
yet place his affections upon the thin^ of 
the world, John in his epistle writes, 
*'LoYe not the world, neither the things 
that are in the world. If any maa love 
the world, the love of the Father in not in 
him." "^Our Redeemer, %vho met this tempts 
ation bf SatajMS ita_fuUe8t power, Iss ac- 
quainted wi'tt man^ danger oTjneldmg t^i 
temptation to love tltc world. 
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Chriyt iilciitiiies himself wUli humoulty 
hy bearing the tc?it upon thi.i point and 
ovei-corning in man's behali'. He has 
giiai^ed with warnings those very points 
whci-e Satan would best succeed k his 
temptations to man, ]fc knew tliat Satan 
would gain the victory over man unless he 
wa^ especially guarded upon the points of 
appetite and the love of worldly riches and 
worldly honor. Ife .says : — 

"Lay not up for youraclvea treasures 
upon eaxUi, where moth and ntst doth 
corrupt, and where thieves break through 
and steal ; but lay up for youi-selve^ treas- 
ures in Heaven, where neither moth nor 
nist doth con-upt, and where thieves do 
not bi*cak through nor steal For where 
your treasure is, there will your heart be 
also. No man can acrve two mastei^s : for 
either he will hate the one, and love the 
other; or else he will hoid to the one, and 
despise the other. Ye cannot serve God 
and mammon," 

Here Christ has brought before us two 
niastei^, God and the world, and has plainly 
presented the fact that it was simply im- 
possible for us to serve both. If our inter- 
est in, and love for, this world ]UTdomin- 
ate, we shall not appreciate the things 
above aU others worthy of our attention. 
The love of the world excludes the love of 
God, anrl makes iwix highest coneidemtions 




20 



sTiiHn\Unatc our worldly interebts. T\\m 
Gud tlocji unt Irnlil m cxallcil a, pUli'o n\ 
our atfeetions ami a^ivntkms (l*> tlic tilings 
(if tlio ^vorlil 

Kartbly treasurcn have our wuprcum at- 
teciionj^, exai-ily our works bUow. 1 he 
c^rcaterit cari>, anxiety, an^l are de- 

vtit^id to worldly inteiTHis, wlole etriTial 
t'oiisidei-atioas are nmh f^coiKlary, H ere 
Satan reeeive^s the houia^e of man, winch 
he claimed of Chri^^t, and failed to obUun. 
It h tlie rtclfLsh love of tlie work! which 
corrupU the faith of tho profoii^ea followers 
of Christ, atid makc« tliem wtmk m mom! 
power. The more they luvc tlieir eaiilily 
riches fche farther they depaii from God, 
and the h^H do they partake of his divmc 
iiattire that would give them a sense of the 
cormpting influences in the w^rrld, and the 
dan^era to whieh they are exposed. 

In Satan's temptations, it is hts purple 
to make the world very attractive. He 
has a bewitching power to gain the affec- 
tions of even tlie professed Christian world 
through love of riches and worldly honor 
Any sacrifice is made by a large class ol 
professedly Christian men to sain nches, 
and the better they succeed in their objeet, 
the less love they have for precious tmth 
and the less interest for its advancement 
They lose their love for God, and act like 
in^ne men. The mom they are prospei-ed 
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in securing richcis, tlio poorer tlicy feel Ije- 
cause they have not more, and the less they 
will invest in the cause of God. 

The works of these men who have an 
insane love for riches, show that it is not 
possible for them to sen^c two masteis, 
God and mammon. Money is their God, 
The J yield homage to its power. They 
serve the world to all intents and purposes. 
Their honor, which is their birthright, is 
sacrificed for worldly gain. This ruling 
power controls their minds, and they will 
violate the law of God to serve pewnal 
interests, that their earthly treasure may 
iner^e. 

Many may |>rofess the religion of Christ 
who love not and heed not the letter or 
principles of Christ's teachings. They give 
the b^t of their strength to worldly pur- 
suite, and bow down to mammon. It is 
alanning thab so many are deceived by 
Satan, and their imaginations excited by 
their brilliant i>rospecis of worldly gain. 
They become infatuated with the pmspect 
of perfect liappiness if they can gain tJieh- 
object in accpdring honor and wealth in Uic 
workL Satan tempts them witb the allur- 
ing briljG, ''All this will I give thee," all 
this power, all this wealth, with which 
you may do a great amount of good. 
But when the object for wliich they 
havr lal wired \^ ; gained ilo^y have not n 
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connection with tho self-denying Redeemer, 
which would make them partakerf? of the 
divine nature. They hold to their eartbly 
treasures, and dasjiLse the reriuirements of 
self-denial and self-t^acrifiee for Chrisit. 
They have no desire to part with the 
dear earthly treasures npon which their 
hearts ai^e set. They have exchanged mas- 
tei-s, and accepted roammon in the ]>laee of 
Cinist. Mammon k their god, and mam- 
mon they serve, 

Satan has secured to himself the wor- 
ship of these deceived mnh through tlieir 
love of Worldly riches. The change has 
been so imperceptibly made, and the de- 
ceptive power of Satan is so wily, that they 
are conformed to the love of the world, and 
perceive not that they have parted witli 
Christ, and are no longer his servants, ex- 
cept in name. 

Satan deals with men more guardedly 
than he dealt with Christ in the wilder- 
ness of temptation, for he is admonished 
that there he lost his case* lie was a con- 
([uercd foe. He dues not come to man 
directly and demand homage by outward 
woi-shi]*. I[e simply asks men to [tW^e 
their aftection^ ui)on the good things of 
ihis world. J f he succeeds in engaging the 
mind and afiecttons, the heavenly atti-ac- 
tions arc eelipsefl. 

Ail he want^ man h Hir hhn Ui fall 



under the deceitful power of his tempta 
tions, to love the world, to love rank and 
position, to love money, and to place hi,s 
affections upon earthly treasures. If he 
jsocures this, he gains all he asked of Chiist. 

The example of Christ shows us that our 
only hope of victoiy is in continual resist- 
ance of Satan's attacks. Ho who triumphed 
over the adversary of souls in the conflict 
of temptation undei-stands Satan's power 
over the i*ace, and has conquered hiin in 
our behalf. As an overcomer, he has given 
us the advantage of his victory, that in 
our eftbrt^ to resist the temptations of Sa- 
tan we may unite our wealvness to his 
strength, our wortldessness to his moiits. 
And sustained hy his enduring might un* 
der the strength of temptation, we may 
resist in his all-powerlnl name, and over- 
come as he overcame^ 

It wm thi-ough inexpressible sufiering 
that our Redeemer placed redemption witli- 
in our maclu He was in this world un- 
honored and unknoAvn, that through his 
\!^n3erful condescension and^ humiliation 
1ie'T!iight exalt man tij meeive heavenly 
honors and immortal joys m his kingly 
courts. Will fallen mm munnur because 
/Ht^vcn can be obtained only by conflict, 
/ self-abasement, and toil? 
I The inrpiiry of many proud hearts ig, 
I Why need I| go in Inimiliation and peni- 
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i^iim bct'aic 1 caji havu the a^urauce of 
uiy acceptance with God, and attain thu 
innnoi'tal reward ? Why is not the path 
to Heaven less difficult, and more pleasant 
and attractive ? We refer all these doubt- 
ing, murmuring ones to the great Exauiple. 
while suftcnng under the load of man's 
guiit, and enduring the keenest pangs of 
hiiDger, He was sinless, and, more than 
this, he was the Pidnce of Heaven ; hut, on 
man^s behalf, he became sin for the mce. 

He was wounded for our transgi-essions ; 
he was bmised for our iniquities. The 
t^hastisement r>f our peace was upon hinr, 
and with his stripes wo am liealecl." 

Christ naerificed evei-ything for man, lu 
order to make it possible for him to galu 
Heaven. Kow it is for fallen maii to snow 
what he will sacrifii'e on his own account^ 
for ChrLst s sake, that he may win immor- 
tal glory. Those wlio have any just sense 
of the magnitude of Scalvation, and of its 
cost, will never murmin- that their sowing 
must be in tears, and that conflict and self- 
denial are the ( liristian'H portion in this 
life. 

The conditions of" .salvation for man are 
ordained of God. Self-abasement and croBS- 
bearing are the provisiom ma/le for the re- 
penting sinner to find comfort and peace. 
Tlie thought that Jesus submitted to liu- 
iniliatinn and sacrillcc, ihai man will rn^vrr 
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/tie called to endure, should huab every 
Imurmuring voice. ThcLSweeteat joy comes 
Jto man through his sineem repentance to- 
/wai-d God because of the transgression of 
Lis law, and faith In Jesus Christ as the 
sinner's redeemer and advocate. 
\ ^Icn labor at gi-eat cost for the ti-easures , 
\i this life. They suftcr toil and endure" 
liardships and privations to gain some 
worldly advantage. Why should the sin- 
ner be less wiUing to endure, and suffer, 
and sacrifice, for an imperishable treasure, 
a life that mm immllcl with the life of 
God, a crown t)f immortal glory that fadeth 
not away 1 The infinite treasui^es of Heav* 
en, the inheritance which passeth all esti- 
mate in value, which is an eternal weight 
of glory, must be obtained by us at any 
cost. W^e should not murmur at self-denial ; 
for the Loid of life and glory endured it be- 
fore US- 

Suttering and deprivation we will not 
/avoid ; for the Hajeiity of Heaven accepted^ 
V these in behalf of sinners. Sacrifice of 
,i convenience md case should not cause one 
thought of repining, because tlie world's 
I Redeemer Im accepted all these in our 
I behalf It costs us far less in every i-espect, 
\ making the largeiit estimate of every sell- 
denial, pri^Tition, and sacrifice, than it did 
tKe Prince of lite. Any sacrifice that we 



':1 



26 



2T 



may make mika Into iriiiigiiLficaaoo in com- 
paiison with tiiat which Christ ma^le in 
our hehal£ 



Preaumption- 

There are those who have a reckless 
spirit which they teiiii courage and brav- 
eiy. They needlessly place themselves in 
scenes of danger and peril, which exposes 
them to temptations, out of which it would 
rtxiuire a miracle of Go<l to bring them 
unharmed and untainted. Satan s tempta- 
tion to the Saviour of the world to cast 
himself from the pinnacle of the temple, 
was firmly met and resisted- He quoted a 
promise of God as security, that he might 
with safety do this on the strength of the 
promise. Christ met this temptation with 
scripture : It is written, Thou shalt not 
tempt the Lord tby God." The only safe 
coni-se for Cln^tstians is to impulse the en- 
emy with God 8 woi-d, Satan urges men 
into i>laees where God does not re(|uim 
them to go, presenting scripture to Justify 
his suggestions. 

The precious promises of God are not 
given te strengthen man in a presumptuous 
coni-se, or for him to rely upon when he 
rushes noedloHsly into dan^^r. (Jod rc- 
ijuires MS njove with an Juimhlo de- 



pendence upon his providence. It is not 
m man that walketh to direct his steps* 
In God is our prosperity and our life. 
Nothing can be done prosperously without 
the permission and blessing of God, He 
can set his hand to prosper and bless, or he 
can turn his hand against us, '' Commit 
thy way unto the Lord ; trust also in htm, 
and he shall bring it to pass " We are 
required, as childi-en of God, to maintain 
the consistency of our Christian character. 
We should exercke prudence^ caution, and 
humility, and walk circumspectly toward 
them that are without. Yet we are not 
in any case to sm^ender principle. 

Our only safety is iii giving no place 
to the devil ; for his suggestions and ptir- 
poses are ever to injure ns and hinder us 
from relying upon God. He transforms 
himself into an angel of purity, that he 
may, through his specious temptations, in- 
troduce his devices in such a manner that 
we may not discern his wiles* The more 
we yield, the moi-e powerful will he liis 
deceptions over us. It is unsafe to con- 
trovert or to parley with him. For ey- 
eiy advantage we give the enemy, he will 
claim more. Our oidy .satety is to reject 
firmly the hi^t insinuation to prefiumptlun. 
God has gi ven us grace through tlie merits 
of ( 'hrist sul1i*Mont to witljsfcuid Satan, and 
more tfian conrjucroi's, Jicsi.stance i.s 



Muecesa. " Hesiat ttie devil, ami he wUL ilt^c 
from ymi!' Rasistance must lie llrm and 
steadfast. We lose all we gain if we resist 
to-day only to yield to-mon-ow. 

The sin of this age is disregard of God'i, 
express comniands. The power of influ- 
ence in a wrong direction ia veiy gi^at. 
Eve had all that her wants le^iuired. There 
was nothing lacking to inako her happy ; 
but intemperate appetite desired the fruit 
of the only tree God had withheld. She 
had no need of the fruife of the tree of 
knowledge, but she permitted her appetite 
and euriosity to control her reason, She 
was perfectly happy in her Eden home by 
her husband s side ; but, like I'estless mod- 
era Eves, she was flattered that tbei-e was 
a higher sphere than that which God had 
ahisigned her, E ve, in order to climb higher 
than her original position, fell far below 
it. This will most assuredly be the result 
with the Eves of the present genemtion if 
they overlook a cheerful taking up of their 
daily life-duties in aecoitlanee with Gofl's 
plan. 

There is a work for women even more 
important and elevating than the duties 
of the kin^r upon Im throne. They may 
mold the minds of theu* children and shape 
their charactciij for usefulness in this world, 
that they may become mm and daugh- 
tcn'M i4" Gild, Tln^ir timo will In- vfihied a^! 
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im important he [jass^ed in the ba.ll- 
I'oom iir in needless ialn^r. There in enough 
la!j<jr neecasaryand impoi^feant in this world 
ornccd and su tiering without wasting pre- 
cioim monicnts for ornamentation or dis* 
piay. Daufj^Utei^ of the lleavenly King, 
meml>ci-s of tlic royal family, will feel a 
burden ul' ic^^]tonsil>iUty to attain to a 
higher lilV, that they may bo bnnight inUr 
t^loKc connection with 1 leaven, and work in 
unlHon with the Korlecuicr of the world. 
Thmc %vh£> arc enfTagc<l in this work will 
not be satisfied with the fa-shions and fol- 
lies wJiicli absorb the mind and aiiections 
of women in these last days- If they 
are indeed the daughtei-s of Hod, they will 
lie i>artakct^ of the divine natm-e. Their 
souls will be stirred with dcei>est pity, as 
was their divine Hedccm^^rs, as they see 
the coiTupting infliu^nces in society. They 
will Ito in symifathy with Jesus Christ, U> 
work in their sphere, as they have ability 
and opportunM^ta^TC perishing aouls, as 
Olirist worked in uis exalted sphere for the 
benefit of uian, 

A neglect on tlie part of woman to follow 
God's plan in her creation, by reaching for 
important positions she is not qualified of 
God to fill, leaves vacant the position that 
she could fill to acceptance. In getting 
out of her s])hei'e she loses true womwaly 
dignity and nobility, When Go<l ci-eated 
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Eve Le de^iigncii that elie &hould pofissem; 
iicithei- inferiority nor siipciioritjr to ihv 
man, but, in all things should Ije his equal. 
The holy pair were to have no interest in- 
<lependent of caeh other ; and yet each hatl 
^an individuahty in tliinking and acting 
for themselves. But ailer Eve's sin, as 
she was tirst in the tiansgr&^.sion, the I^nl 
told her that Adatn should rule over hei-. 
She was to l>e in subjection to her husband, 
which was a part of the me. The curse 
in umny cases has made the lot of woman 
very grievous, and life a burden, God has 
given superiority to man which he has in 
Eoany respects abused in exercising his 
arbitrary power. Infinite wisdom devised 
the plan of i-edemption, which placed the 
race on a second probation by giving him 
another triah 

Satan uses men as his agents to lead 
those who love God to presumption ; espe- 
cially is this the case with those who are 
deluded by spiritualism. The spiritualists 
genemlly do not accept Christ as the Son 
of God, and they lead many souls to pre- 
sumptuous sins through their infidelity, 
^ They even claim superiority over Christ, 
axdidSa^^ with the Prince of 

tSET^^prntuaiistswlios^ souls are dyed 
wiih sing of a revolting character, ami 
whose comciences are seared, dare to take 
the name of the spotless Son of God in 
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their polluted hps, and blasphemously 
unite his most exalted name with the vile- 
ness" which marks their own polluted nat- 

ui*es. 

Men who bring in these damnable here- 
sies will dare those who teach the word of 
God to enter into controversy with them, 
and some who ai-e teaching the tmth have 
not liad the coui-age to withstand the 
challenge from this class, who are marked 
characters hi tlio woid of God, Some of 
our ministers Imvc not had the moral cour- 
age to say to these men, God has warned 
us in his word in regard to you. He has 
given US a faithful description of your char- 
acter and the heresies you hold Some 
of our ministers, rather than to give tlib 
class any occasion to triumph, or charge 
them with cowardice, have met them in 
open discussion. But in discussing with 
spiritualists they do not meet merely the 
man, but Satan and his angels. They 
place themselves in communication with 
the powers of darkness, and encourage evil 
angels about them. 

Spiritualists desii-e to give publicity to 
their heresies. And ministers who advo- 
cate Bible tiiith arc helping them to do this 
when they consent to engage in dlseuasion 
with them. They improve opportunities 
to get their hei-esies before tlie people, and 
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in every 4iisco«si*>ii witli i^piiitualifii.'i mnm 
will ho Jeceived by tlieiii. The very best 
coui'?ie for us to pui-Bue is to let them alone. 



Power of Appetite. 

One of the strongest iemptatiotis to man 
is upon the point of api>etite. Between 
the mind and the body theve is a mystc- 
rtous and wonderful i-elation, They react 
upon each other. To keep the botly in a 
healthy condition to develop its strength, 
til at every part of the living machinery 
may act harmoniously, should be the first 
study of our life. To neglect the body 
is to neglect the mind. God cannot l^e 
glorified ^by his children's having sickly 
bodies, rtr dwarfed min<ls. To indulge the 
taste at the expense of health is a wicked 
abuse of the senses. Those who engage 
in any species of intemperance, in eating 
or drinking, waste the physical energies 
and weaken moml power. They will fee! 
the retribution which follows the trans- 
gression of physical law, 

The Redeemer of the world knew that 
the indulgence of appetite would brmg 
physical debility and deaden the percep- 
tive organs, so that sacred and eternal 
things would not be discerned, Christ 
knew that the world was given up to ghit- 



tony, aud tliat thiii induJgence wuuld per- 
vert the moral powers. If the indulgence 
of appetite was so strong upon the mce aa 
to retiuire a fast of nearly six weeks by the 
divine 8on of God, m behalf of man, to 
bimk its power, what a woi'k is before the 
Christian in order that he may overcome, 
even as Chi-ist overcame. The sti^engtli 
of tlie temptation to indulge perverted ap- 
petite can be measured only by tlie inex- 
pressible angtiieh of Ckist in that long 
fast in the wUderness. 

Christ knew that in order to successfully 
can-y forward the plan of salvation he must 
commence the work of redeeming man just 
where the ruin began. Adam fell upon 
the point of appetite. In order to impress 
upon man his obligations to obey the law 
of God, Christ began his work of redemp- 
tion by refoming the physical habits of 
man. The declension in virtue and the 
degeneracy of the race were chiefly attrib- 
utable to the Ludulgence of perverted ap- 
petite. 

There is a solemn responsibility upon 
all, especially upon ministei^ who teach 
the truth, to overcome upon the point of 
a}>petite. The usefulness of ministers of 
(Jhriat would be much gi^eater if they had 
control of their appeti U^a and passions ; and 
their nieutal and moml p^jwerg would he 
-stronger if tliey shr.uM i-oml»ine ] physical 
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labur with menial exertion. They could, 
with strictly temperate habits, with mental 
aad physical labor combined, aecompHBh a 
far greater amoimt of labor and preserve 
clearness of mind. If they would pui-sne 
such a course their thoughts and words 
would flow more freely, their religions ex- 
erciseB would be more energized, and the 
impressions made upon their hearers would 
be more marked. 

Intemperance in eating, even of food ot' 
the right quality, ^vill have a prostratin<r 
influence upon the system, and will blunt 
the keener and holier emotionji- Strict 
temperance m eating and drinking is highly 
essential for the healthy preFservation an^ 
vigorous exci-cisc of aE the functions of the 
body. Strictly tempemte habits, combined 
with the exertion of the muscles as well a.s 
the exercise of the mind, will preserve both 
mental and physical vigor, and give power 
(jf endurance to those engaged in the mm^ 
istty, to editoi-a, and to all othei^ whosu 
habits are sedentary. 

As a people, with all our pi-ofcssion of 
health I'cform, we eat too much, Indul- 
ftence of appetite is the greatest cause of 
physical and mental debility, and Ues at 
the foundation of feebleness which k ap- 
parent ever3r«'!iere. 

Intemperance conmienecs at our tables, 
in the use of imhealthful food. After a 



time, through coDtinual indulgence, tlie 
digestive oi^ans become weakened, and the 
food taken does not satisfy the appetite. 
Unhealthy conditions are established, and 
there is a emving for more .stimulating food. 
Tea^ coiiee, and flesh-meats, produce an iju- 
mediate eftect. Under the inHucnee of 
these poisons the neiTous system is excited. 
In some cases, for tlie time being, the intel- 
lect seems to be invigorated and the imag^ 
ination is more vivid, Beenuse this is the 
result of ihtm stimulants juany conclude 
that they really need them, and continue 
the use of those things which produce for 
the time being .such agieeable results. Bii t 
them is always an after result. There in 
mction. I'he ncrvoiis system lias been 
unduly excited to borrow power fmm the 
future i-esources of strength for present use. 

All this tempomry invigoration of the 
system is followed by depression. In pro^ 
portion as these stimulants temporarily in- 
vigorate tlie system, will there be a letting 
down of the power of tlie organs that have 
been thus excited after the stimulus has 
lost its foix-e. The appetite is edutmted to 
crave sometliing stronger, which will have 
a tendency to keej) up and increase the 
agreeable excitement, untO indulgence he- 
cx)mes habit, and there m a continual ciuv- 
mg for stronger .stiiiuihus, a.s tolmeco, wines, 
and liiiuors. As the appetite is indidged 



tho demand will be more iVetiuent and tlio 
power of (Mjntrol more difficult The more 
the appetite is indulged the more the sys- 
tem becomes debilitated and unable to do 
without this ummtural stimulus, and tho 
irassion for these things increases until the 
will is overborne, and there seems to be no 
power to deay the nnnatuiul craving for 
theae indulgences. * . . , 

The only safe course is to touch not, 
taste not, and handle not, tea, cofiee, wincB, 
tobacco, opium, and alcoholic drinks. There 
is double necessity for the men of this gen- 
eration to call to their aid the power of the 
will strengthened by the grace of Godwin or^ 
der to withstand tlie temptations of Satan, 
and resist the least indulgence of pervei^d 
appetite. The present generation have^les^s 
power of self-control than those who have 
lived several generations back. Tho^se who 
have indulged the appetite for these stun^ 
idants have transmitted their depra%'ed ap- 
miiim and passions to their cbiMi-en, and 
Greater moral power is required to resist 
the indnlgence of intemperance m all its 
forms. Tim onlv pcrfrt-tly safe couii^e to 
pui-sue irt t.. Htaiid iinnly on the side 
temperanf i- smd ni)t venture m the patii 

danger. i i i 

Tlie cn'uai end for whn-h rhnst endured 
that long fast in .the wiUcvness was t.. 
teat-h us the mn^cssity ol" sclM.^nial aii-l 
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teinpci ance. Thi.s work shouUl commence 
at our tables, and should be strictly car- 
ried out in all the concerus of life. The 
Redeemer of tlie world came from Heaven 
to belfi man in his weaknesSi that he 
might become strong in the power which 
he came to bring him, to overcome appetite 
and passion, and mitjht be vietor on eveiy 
point 

Many parents educate the tastes of their 
ehildren, and foj-m their appetites. They 
indulge them in eating flesh-mcais, and 
in drinking tea and coffee. The highly 
seasoned Hesh-meatSj and tea and coilee, 
which some mothei-g encourage their chil- 
dren to nse, ai-e preparing the way for 
them to cmve stronger stimulants, as to- 
l>acco, and the use of tobacco encourages 
Uie appetite for liquor. The use of tobacco 
and liquor invariably lessens nerve power. 

If Christians would have their moral sen- 
sibihties aroused upon the subject of tern- 
perance in all ihing% they could, by their 
exani[>le, commencing at their tables, help 
those who are weak in self-control, and 
almost powerless to resist the cravings of 
appetite. If we could reali;^e that onr 
eternal destiny depends upon strictly tem- 
perate habitSj and that the habits we fomi 
m this life will affect otu^ eternal interests, 
We should work to the point of strict tem- 
perance in eating and in drinking. By 
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mir cxaunilii and iwi-soiml effort wu may 
lye tlic immxn of fsaving iiiatiy kmuIh IVom 
Ihe degnulatum of idteiiipcranc-c, crime, 
and death. Our sistej-s eaii d*) iimch in 
tlie gi'cat work of tlio salvation of otlici-s, 
by spi-cading their tahlcH with only bcaltli- 
ful^nourishingtWh Tlicy may ciiiiiloy Uieir 
precious time In eduiating the tastes and 
appetites of their rhildron, and in foiming 
habits of temperance hi all thingi^, and en- 
couraging self-denial an<l beiie%'olerice for 
the good of othei'^^. 

Notwithstanding tliu example Christ 
hm given us in the wilderness of tempta- 
tion t>y denial of appetite and overcoming 
its power, tlierc are many Christian moth- 
ers who are, by their example, and in the 
education of their children, preparing 
them to become gluttons and w4nc-bibbers. 
Cliildrcn are fre*pienfcly indulged in eating 
what they choose, and wlien they please, 
without reference to health. Tliere are 
^ iriaiiy children wdio are educated gormflJids 
from their babyhood. Through indulg- 
ence of appetite they are made dyspeptics 
at an early age. Intemperance in eating, 
and self-indulgence, grow with their 
growth, and sti^ngthen with their 
strength. Mental and physical vigor are 
sacrifieed through the indulgence of par- 
ents, A habit becomes established for 
certain articles of f<Jod from which they 



can rci-eive no li^Ui^lit, ljut uuly injury ; 
and as the system iij taxed, tlie comtitu- 
tion beeoDics debilitated. 

Ministeiis, teachers, and students, do not 
become intelligent as they should in regard 
to the necessity of physical exercise in the 
o[>en air. Tiiey neglect tliis mo^^t essential 
duty ft>r the preservation of health. 
They closely ajiply theii^ miuiU to books, 
and eat the allowance of a laboring man. 
Under sueli habits -soma gro%v corpulent, 
because the system is clogged; wliile 
others become lean, feeble, and weak, be- 
cause their vital powers are exhausted in 
throwing oif excess of food ; the liver be- 
comes burdened and unable to thi'ow olF 
the impurities in the hhi^, and sic^lcness is 
the result. If physical exercise wei*c com- 
bined with mental exertion, the blood 
would be quickened in its circulation, tlie 
action of the heart would bo more perfect, 
impure matter would lie tlirowii off, and 
newhfc and vigor would bo experienced 
in every part of the body. 

When the minds of nfmisters, school 
teachers, and students, are continually ex- 
cited by study, and the body is allowed to 
l>e inactive, the nerves of emotion aix; 
taxed, while the nerves of motion are m- 
active. The wear is all upon the mental 
oi^ans, and they become overworked and 
entepbled, the muscles lo«?e their ^■igor for 
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want of beiii^ eiiiployed, und there i» not 
an inclination to exercise tbe muscles by 
engaging in physical labor, because exer- 
tion seems to be irkBome. 

Ministei^ of Christ, prafessing to be \m 
repi^f^entatives, should follow his example, 
and above all others should foiTO habits of 
tbe strictest temperance. Tbcy shonM 
Iceep the life and example of Christ before 
the people by their own lives of self-de- 
niab self-sacrifice, and active benevolence, 
(Jhrist overcame appetite on man's behalf: 
and in his stead ihej^ are to set an exam- 
pie, worthy of imitation, to others. Those 
who do not feel the necessity of engEging 
in tlie work of overcoming upon the point 
of appetite, will lose precious victories 
which they might gain, and will become 
slaves to appetite and lust which are fill- 
ing the cup of iniquity of tbose who 
dwell upon the caiih. 

Men who arc engaged in giving the la.st 
message of warning to the world, which h 
to decide the destiuj?' of souls, should niake 
a practical application in their own lives 
of the truths they preach to others. They 
shonld be examples to the people in their 
eating, m their drinking, and in their 
chaate conversation and deportment. 
Gluttony, indulgence of the baser paaaions, 
and grie^^ous sins, are hid under the garb 



of sauciity by many profcnacd rcpre^cntii- 
tivcs of C'hrist throughout our workL 

There are men of excellent natural abil- 
ity whose laboi-s are not half what they 
might be if they were temperate in all 
things. Indulgence of appetite and pas- 
sion beclouds the mind, lessens physic- 
al sti-ength, and weakens moral power. 
Their thoughts are not clear. Their woi*ds 
are not in power, vitalized by the Spirit of 
God to reach the hearts of the hcai'ei's. 

As our first parents lost Eden thraugh 
the indulgence of appetite, our only hope 
of regaining Eden is through the firm de- 
nial of appetite and passion. Abstemious- 
ness in diet, and control of all the passions, 
will pi^serve the intellect so that men may 
have mental and moral vigor, to bring all 
tbeir jiropensities under the control of the 
htgher power, and to retain clearness of 
intellect to discern between right and 
wrong, between sacred and common thnigs. 

All who have a tnie seasc of the sacri- 
fice made by Christ in leaving his home in 
Heaven to come to this wtjrld that he might 
show man by his own life how to resist 
temptation, will cheerfully deny self and 
choose to be partakers with Christ of bis 
suffeiings. 

The: fear of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom. Those who overcome as Christ 
overcame will need to constantly guai"d 



tljuiufsulves a^raiii^it tliu toiujttatiojjh 
Satan. The iip|ictitc and paasioii** 
\*B vmU 'wUid and under thc5 coEtriJ of cii- 
liglitencdconKcience, tliat tlie intellect may 
be unimpaired, tlic perceptive pDWi'iii clear, 
so that the workings of Satan ami his anares 
may not Ijc intcr[Ji'etcd to ho the provi- 
donee of Goti Many dcsii'e the final re- 
ward and victory whidi arc he given 
to overcomes, but arc not willinj^ to en- 
dure the toil, privation, and denial of self, 
aa tlid tlieir lledecmer. It is only thi-ough 
obedience and continoat cHbrt that we shall- 
overcome as C'ln'isfc overcame. 

The controlling power of apimtite will 
pruA^c the mm of thousands, when, if the)' 
Lad con<iuorcd on thiii point, they would 
have moral i>ower io gain victory over 
every otlier temptation of Satan, But 
slaves to a[ipetitc will fail in perfecting 
Christian elmtaeter. The continual] trann- 
gi-ession of man for six thousand yeai's hm 
brought sickness, pain, and death, as 
fruita. And as we near the cloise of time, 
Hatans temptation to indulge appetite 
win be more powerful and mon^ (litlicnlt t<j 
overcome. 

Leadership, 

Ero. Butler, your experience in refui:ence 
to leaflership two yearsi siince was nn ox- 
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lierience for your own IxsneJii, wliich wan 
l^^iiiglily essential to yi>ii. Von [m\ very 
^■marked ami decided views in regard to in- 
dividual indc]jendcnce am! right to jirivate 
judgment, lliesc views you eatiied to 
Hf extrenies. Ymi i-easoned that you nm^t 
have the light and cvidenec for youmelf iji 
i*efercnee to your duty. 

I have been shown that no man's Judg- 
ment should be surrendered to tho judg^ 
ment of any one man. But when tlie 
judgment of the Cieneial Conference^ which 

• is the highest authority God has upon the 
earth, is exercised, private independence 
and i^rivatc judgment must not be raam- 
tained, but be suiTcndei'ed, \ o\iv error 
was in persistentl}^ maintaining your pri* 
vato judgment of your duty against the 
voice of the highe.st authority the Lord 
has upon the cai th. After you liad taken 
your own time, and after the work hatl 
been much hind6r€d by your delay, you 
came to Battle Creek in answer to the re- 
peated and urgent ealis of the General 
Conference. You firmly maintained, and 
not in the most respectful manner, that 
you had done right in following your own 
convictions of duty. Vou considered it a 
viiiue iji you to pci-sistenUy maintain 
your position of independence. You did 
not seem to have a true sense of the pow- 
er God had given to his church in the 
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voice of Uie General C<jnfcrcnce. You 
ihouglifc that, in ics|)Oiidiiig to ibc call 
made to yoii by the General Confei'ence, 
you were submitting to the judgment and 
mind of Bro. White. You a^ic^ordingly 
manifested an independence, and a ni't, 
willful spirit, which was all wrong, 

God gave you a precious experience at 
that time, which was of value to you, and 
wlilch has greatly increased your success 
as a minister of Christ. Your proud, un- 
yielding will was subdued. You had a 
genuine convei^sion- This led to reflection, 
and to your position upon Leaden^hip. 
Vour ]n'inciples in regard to Leadership 
are riglit, but you do not make the right 
application of them. If you should let the 
{>ower in the church, the voice and jvidg- 
ment of the General Confei-ence, staiid in 
the place you have given my husband, 
then there could be no fault found with 
your position. But you greatly err in giv- 
ing to one mart's mind and judgment that 
authority and influence whi-^h God \m in* 
vested in his church in tlie judgment and 
voice of the General Conference. 

Wlien this power which God has placed 
in the church is accredited to one man, 
when he is invested with the authority to 
be judgment for other minds, then the true 
Bible order is changed. Satan's efforts 
upon snch a man's mind will l>e the most 
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subtle aud sometimes ovor[>owering, be- 
cause through this mind he thinks he can 
affect many others. Bro. Butler's position 
on Leadei'ship is correct if he gives to the 
highest organii^id authority in the chiu-ch 
what he has given to one man* God nev- 
er designed that his work should bear the 
stamp of one man's mind and one mans 
judgment. 

The reason why Bm. Andi'ews and 
Waggoner are at this time deficient in the 
experience they should now have is bc- 
.cause tliey have not been self-reliant. 
They have shunned responsibilities be- 
icause in assuming them their deficiencies 
would be brought to the light They 
iiave been too willing to have my Imsband 
lead out and bear responsibilities, and 
*liave allowed him to be mind and judg- 
ment for Uiem. These brethren are weak 
where they should be strong. They have 
.iJiot dared to follow their own independent 
'ndgment, lest they should make mistakes 
nd be blamed for it; while they have 
stood ready to he tempted, and to make my 
jhunband responsible if they thought they 
could see mi.stakcJi in liia course. They 
'liave not lifted the burdens with him. 
They have refcried continually to my husj- 
Jjand, making him bear the responsibilities 
ihey should liavt! shared with him, until 
jtliese hrctliren ni i^ weak in tlioi^e ([ualiLiya- 
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Horn whem they should be strong. They 
aro weak in mom! i^owcrwhcn they might 
lie giants, i|iiaHlicil ti> stand a.s pillars in 
the eatise of ( tod. 

Tliesc bi-ielluen ha\"e not that self- reli- 
ance ur contidence that God wili iiidi.ed 
lea<:l thoni, if they follow the light he has 
given tlieni. God never intended that 
stronoj, indepeiiklent men, t)f superior intel- 
lect. i^hoiiM live clinging to othei^, Hke the 
ivy to tlte oak, for support. All the diiH- 
culties, the baclcsets, the hatdshii^s, and 
disaivpeuiitnieni^?, God's servants shall meet 
Mith in active labor, will only strengthen 
thera in the fonnation of a correct charac- 
ter. In putting their own encrgiefs of 
luinil to use, the obi^tacles they will meet 
will prove to them positive blesginga. 
They are gaining mental and spiritual 
ijuisfle to he used upon important octm- 
sions with the very be^t results. They 
learn self-i'elianee, and fl;ain confideneo in 
their own experience that God k really 
leailing and guiding thorn. And as they 
meet peril, and are obliged to meditate as 
they have real anguish of spirit, and feel 
tlie nc*^esslty of prayer in their effort tu 
move nndei'standingly and work to ad- 
vantage in the cause of God, they find 
that confliet and pei|>lexity eall for the 
exercise of faith and trust in God, and 
firmness which develops power. Neccs.'iii- 
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ties are constantly arising tor new way« 
and means to meet emei'gencies. Facul- 
ties are called into use that would lie dor- 
mant were it not for those pressing neces- 
sities in the work of Goth This gives a 
varied cxpeiience, ho that there will l>e ne 
use for men of one idea, and those who are 
only half developed, 

Mga of might and jKJwer in this cause, 
whom God will use to his glory, ai^ men 
who havt? been baitled antl opposed, and 
thwarted in their plaas. These men miglit 
have turned their own fiiilui-es U-> impor- 
tant victories; but instem.1 of this, they 
."Iiave shunned the !'esponsibilities which 
would make liability to mistakes possible, 
These pi'ecious brethren have failed tu 
gain that education which is jsti-engthened 
by experience, which rea^ling and study, 
and all the advantages otberwiBe gained, 
will never give them. 

> Bro. Butler has hail strength to bear 
fiiome responsibilities. God has aceeptei] 
^ his energetic laboi*s, and blessed his efforts. 
'3ro. Butler has made some mistakes^ but 
because of some faihu^s he should in no- 
Vfim uiift judge his capabilities, nor distrust 
the strength that he may find in God 
. Bro. Butler has not been a man willing 
and rea/ly tt> as.'^iune responsil^ilities. He 
would naturally be inclined tt> shun them, 
and to choose an easier po.'^ition, to vvrittt 
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and exemno tlie luind where no si>ecial, 
vital intei-ests are involved. He is mak- 
ing a mistake La lelying upr>n my liutiband 
to iell liiin wliat to do. This in not t!iu 
work God ha8 giveii my Imsband. l\iv. 
Butler abould search out what its to be done, 
and lift tlie disagieeable bi^rdeus huiiaeif, 
God will bless him in so doing. He must 
bear his burdens in connection w^ith the 
work of God according to his best judg- 
meot. He must be guarded, lest that 
judgment shall be influenced by the opin- 
ions of others. If it is appai-ent that he 
hm made mistakes, it is his privilege to 
turn these failures into victories by avoid- 
ing tiie same in tlie future. He will never 
gain the experience neces,^ry for his im- 
portant position in being told what to du. 

The same is appHcable to all who arc 
standing in the diftcrent positions of trust 
in the various offices in Battle Greek. 
They are not to be coaxed and petted, 
and helped at every tumj for this will 
not make men competent hv important 
positions. It is ohstiicles that make men 
atronj^. It is not helps, but fhfticultie?^, 
eoniliets, rebulfk, that make men of moml 
sinew. Tou nnieb t^asc auil avoiding re- 
sponsibility have made weaklings and 
dwarfs of those who mv^hi to he i-esponsi- 
Kkii I H ^ n -men o j' i m m : l1 p « i we r m rj t m 
fijiii-itual iiilisdiv 
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Mm wliu oui^^iit ii> be ai ttue in ^ivery 
emergcai'yiustlic needle In tlie pole havti 
become incificieut by their elTorts to diield 
themselves froiu censure and hy evading 
responsibilities for fear of failure. Men of 
giant intellect arc Imbes in discipline, be^ 
cause they are cowardly in regard to tak- 
ing and bearing the burdens "they should. 
They are neglecting to become efficient. 
They have too long trusted Bro. White to 
plan for them, and to do the thinking they 
are highly capable of doing themselves in 
tlic interest of the cause of God. Mental 
deficiencies meet us at every point. Men 
who are content to let others plan and do 
their thinking for ttiem are not fully de- 
veloped. If they were left to plan for 
themselves they would be found judicious, 
elase-ealculating men. But when bixjughfc 
into eomieetion with Gud s cause, it is to 
them entirely another thing; they lo«e 
ihh faculty almost altogether, Tliey are 
content to remain as incompetent and in- 
efficient as though others nmst do the 
]>lanning and much of the thinking for 
theui. Some men appear to be utterly 
unaljle to licw out a patli for themselves. 
Mujst they ever rely upon othei*3 to do 
their plaiming and their studymg, and to 
he mind and judgment for them ? God is 
a-shamed of such soldiers. He is not hon- 
ored by their having any part t<> m 

T»t, 25. 4 



\iu wolk wiiilc lUuy txvc mere auicliiiics. 

Independent mm of earnest endeavor 
are needed, not men m impressible as put- 
ty Those who want a work all made 
ready to tlieir liand, where they have a 
fixed amoimt to do and a fixed ^W^*^^ 
whera ihej will prove an exact hi without 
trouble of adaptation or training ai-e not 
the men God calls to do a work m bis 
eauf^e A man who cannot adapt bis abili- 
ties to fill almost any place if necessity re- 
quires, is not the man for this tune. Men 
whom God will connect with his work ai-c 
not to be fiberleas and limp, without muscle 
or moral force of character. 

It is only by continued and pei-severing 
labor that men can be disciplined to bear 
a part in the work of God, Ihcse men 
should not become discouraged it circum- 
stances and surroundings are the most un- 
favorable. They should not give up th^^ir 
purpose as complete failure untd they are 
convinced beyond a doubt that they^can^ 
not do much for the honor of God and the 
goodofsonk 

There are men who Hatter themselves 
that they might do something great ami 
good if tbey were only circumstanced dil- 
ferently, while they arc making no use ot 
the faculties they akea^y have in workm^ 
in the positionswhere providence ha^placci l 
them. Man can mf^ke his eircumstanrcs. 
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I'mL ciininmUaiccH Mhoittd never make tlie 
iiian^. 5Ian should mhe circumstances as 
his instruments with whirh to work. He 
should master circa instance^*, but should 
never allow circum.stances to master him. 
Individual independenexj and individual 
power is what is now needed- Individual 
chaiBoter need not bo sacrificed, but modu- 
lated, refined, elevated. 

I was shown that it was my husband's 
duty to lay off the responsibihtiea othera 
would be glad to have bun bear because it 
excuses them from many difficulties. My 
husband's liiuek- seeing judgment and rapid 
discernment, which have had to become so 
thimgh tmining and exercise, have le<i 
him to take on many hmdens which otli- 
ers should have borne. 

Bre, Butler is U>o stow. He should cul- 
tivate opposite «|iialities. The cause of God 
demands men who can see quickly and act 
imtantanetnisly at the right time and with 
power. If Bro. Butler waits to measure 
every difficulty cand balance cveiy pei-plex- 
ity he meets, he will do but Httle. He 
will liavc oljstacks and difticalties to en- 
counter at every turn, and he must with 
mm purpose decide to conrpier them or 
they wiE con^piei' him. 

Sometimes various ways and purposes, 
different modej^ of operation in connection 
with the work of God, are about evenly 
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hL^uiL tiiat the iib-es^t dlicniiimation ih iice^ 
ksary. And if anything is accompU^lteil 
to the um\>om, it iiULst be done at tln^ 
rroMea moment. The slightest incbnation 
Sf the weight in the bnlancc should be seen 
and Bhonkl dct^miinc the matter at once. 
Long delays tiuc tlic angels. It even 
more excusable to make a xvTong decision 
Hometiiues than to Ije in a uiiiveml wav- 
ering position, hesitating, sometimes in- 
clined in one direcfcion. then in the other 
More misery and \YrcU;hcd results attend 
this hesitating and doubting than to Bome^ 
times move too hastily. ^ > i 

I have been shown that the most signal 
victories, or the most fearful defeats, have 
been on the turn of minutes. God i^imrcH 
pi-omptness of action- Delays, doubtings. 
hesitation, and indecision, fre-iuently gis'(' 
the enemy every advantage. 

Bro. Butler, yon need to reform, ilie 
timing of things may tell much m favor ot 
kath Victories are fi-equently lost throngli 
delays. There will be criaes m this cause. 
Prompt and decisive action at the riglit 
time v^Ul gain a gbrious triumph, vfhiW 
delay and neglect will prove a great lail^ 
ui^ and positive dishonor to God. Kajn^t 
movements at the criticd moment ofton 
disarm the enemy, and lie is disappiimt.^ri 
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and vanquished, for he had expected time 
to lay plans a^d work by artifice. 

God wants men connected with his work 
in Battle Creek whose jadginent is at hand, 
whose minds when necessary will act like 
the lightning. The gi-eatcst piximptness is 
positively necesssaiy in the hour of peril 
and danger. Every i>lan may be well laid 
to accomplish certain results, and yet a de- 
lay of a very few mintites may leave things 
to assume entirely a different shape, and 
the gi-eat objeeis which might have been 
gained are lost through lac:;k of (|uick foit;^ 
sight and prompt dispatch. ^[«ch may be 
done in training the mind to overcome in- 
dolence. There aie times when ca-ution 
and great dehheration are necessaiy ; rasli- 
ness would he folly But even here, iimch 
has been lost by too great hesitancy. Cau- 
tion up to a certain point was i-equired ; 
but hesitanty and policy on particular oc- 
casions have l^een more disastrous than to 
have flailed through lushness. 

Bro, Butler you need to cultivate prompt- 
ness. Away with your besitatmg manner. 
Yon are i^low, and neglect to seize the 
work and,[accomi»]ish it. Yott must get 
uut of this narrow manner of labor ; for it 
i^s of the wrong order. Wfien uiikdief 
takes liold of your sotil, your labor is of 
such a liesitating, lialting, balancing kind 
Uiat yiiu aecompiish nothing yourself ami 



64 



biiidiT oihiirsi from doing. Yoa liave jujst 
enough interest to see diflioulties and start 
doubts, hut have not the interest or e our- 
age to ovcrcomo tlie difficulties or dis[icl 
the doubts. At such times yon need force 
of clim^actciv less stubbornness and set will- 
fubiesy, and you need to surrender to God. 
This slowness, this sluggishniess of action, 
is one of the greatest defects in your char- 
acter, and stands in the way of your use- 
fulness. 

Your slowness of decision in connection 
with the cause and work of Ood is some- 
times painful It is not at all necessaiy. 
ProEiptand decisive action may accomplish 
great i-esults. You arc generally willing to 
work when you foci just like it, ready to 
do when you can see clearly wbat is to be 
done; but you fail to be the Ijt^nefit to the 
can^ yon might, if you were prompt and 
decisive at the critical nKjmeni, and would 
overcome the hcsitatmn and delay which 
have marked your character, and which 
have greatly retarded the work of Oo<l. 

Thin defect, urdes.s uvcrcfinio, will prove, 
ill instancc-s of great crises, disastrous t(i 
the caust\ an*] fatal iu yiiiir own soul 
Vumiiiality aivl dceisivt^ at-tion at tUv. 
right t i J lie must 1 >e ac* | u i ret 1 ; for you have 
not tliesi' <jualitic>s. In the warfare and 
hatUe.4 ifi' ml\i>m, them m oi'ten more 
gaine^l liy wine nianft;(einent in prompt ac- 
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tion than in eame^it, dead encounter with 
the enemy. 

To do up business with dispatch^ and yet 
do it thoroughly, is a great acquisition, 
Bro, 15utler, you have really felt that your 
cautious and hesitating course was com- 
uiendablo, rather a virtue than a wrong. 
But from what the Lord ha.s shown me in 
this matter, these slu^ish movements on 
your part have greatly hindered the work 
of Godj and left undone many things whicli 
in justice ought to have been done with 
promptness. It will be difficult for you 
now to make the changes in your chaiticter 
which God requires you to make, because 
it was difficult for you to be punctual and 
prompt of action in youtb. When the 
i'hamcter is formed, the habits fUed, and 
the mental and moml faculties have be- 
come fim, to then unlearn wrong habits, 
to be prompt in action, k most diflicuit 
You should realize the value of time. You 
are not excusable for leaving the most im- 
porfcant, though unpleasant, work, hoping 
to get rid of doing it alt^jgether, thinking 
it will become less unpleasant, while you 
ocf-upy your time upon plca-sant matters 
not leal iy tax i ng. Y m si lou I d do the work 
wliirh nutst be ddnc, and which involvas 
the \itiLl interests of the cause, firsts and 
the?i take up the Irss important mattci'S 
nnlx ^fti'T the liiHirt' of^-iontlal are acconi' 



.t Kesear- 



56 

^ilUhcd. Vuoctuality and dudaiau in Uic * 
work iiinl cause of Ood are liigldy cssen* 
tial. Delays am virtually defeats, Min- 
iiiQH arc goklen, and aboidd be iminoved 
to the veiy best account, Kartldy relations 
liiid poi-sonal interests should ever be sec- 
ondary, Never should the cause of Gud 
be left to Huficr, in a single particular, be- 
cause of eaiihly frieadsor the dearest rela- 
tion's. 

''And he said unto another, Follow me. 
But he said^ Loi\l, suffer nie iirst to go ami 
buiy my father, Jesus said tnito bim, Let 
the dead bury their deatl ; but go thou and 
|n*each the kingdom of God, And another 
also ^id, Lord,"! will follow thee ; but let 
!iic lli'st go bid them farewell wliich arc at 
liumc hi my house. And Jesus^ said untc* 
blm, No man havbig put his hand to the 
[plough, and iooking back, is fit for the 
kingdom of God/' 

No earthly ties, no earthly considem- 
tioa?, should weigh one moment in the 
8cal6 against dnty to the eausc and work 
of God. Jesus severed bis eonncction from 
oveiything to save a lost world. I le re- 
quires of ns a full ami entire eonseciution. 
Thei^ are saeriliees to be made for the in- 
terests of God's eause* The saeriiice oi' 
feeling is the most keen, yet ailor all it is 
a small saerilice required of us, Vou ha\ i* 
|ilcnty iy\' ff i</ni1s, ami if tlie ftn-'lings aiy 
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oidy sanctitied you need not feel that you 
are niakhig a very gimt sacrifice. Yon do 
not leave your wife among heathen. You 
ai-e not called to treail the burning African 
desert, or to face prisons, and enct)untcr 
trial at every step. Be careful how you 
ap])eal to j^our yym|>athLes and let human 
feelings and personal considerations mingle 
with your eftbrts and laboi^ for the cause 
of Cioij, He demands unseltish and willing 
service. You can render this, and yet do 
all your duties to your family; but hold 
tliiM as a secondary matter. My husband 
and iiiyself have made mistakes in con- 
senting to take res|iontiibilities that othei-s 
should cany. 

In the commenctiinent of this work, there 
was needed a man to pi-opose, to execute 
with determination, ai]d to lead out, batr 
tlin^f with en-or and surmounting obstacles. 
My husband bore the heaviest burden, and 
met the most detcrmijied opposition. But 
when we became a fully organi^sed body, 
and several men were chosen to act in re- 
sponsible positions, then was the proper 
time for my husband to act no longer as 
one man t<.> stand under the resjionsibilities, 
and carry the heavy burdens. This labor 
devolved on more than one, 1 Tore is where 
the mistake has been made— by bis bretbi-en 
in urgini( hull, and himself in consenting, 
tij stand muh'r th«i burdi^ns an* I responsi- 
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biUbioa tljat he had borne aloae for years. 
He should have laid down these burdens 
years ago, and they should have been di- 
\ided with other men chosen to act in lic- 
half of the people. Satan would be pleased 
to have one man s mind aiid one man's 
jud^^ent control the minds and judgment 
of those who believe the present truth. My 
husband has frequently been left almost 
alone to see and feel the wants of the cause 
of God, and to act promptly. 

His leading brethren were not deficient 
in intellect, but they lacked a willing muid 
to stand in the position which my husband 
has occupied. They have inconsistency 
allowed a paralytic to bear the bui-dens and 
responsibilities of this work which no one 
of them alone could endure with their 
strong nerves and fii'ui muscles. He has 
sometimes used apparent severity. He has 
spoken and given offence. When he lias 
seen otliers who might have shared his 
bnrden,s avoiding responsibilities, it has 
grieved him to the heart, and he has spok- 
en irapul.sively. He has not been placed 
in this unimsonahle position by his Lord, 
but by his hrethren. J lis life has been but 
little better than a species of slavery. The 
constant trial, the harras^ing care, tlie ex~ 
1 tai Lstin 1 n - m iris , 1 1 a vo not I >cei i val tied 
hy his brethren, lUi lifts led an uncnjoyed 
life. Ami he \m inereaiit'*l l|i.i nnhappi- 
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ness by complaining of his brother minis- 
ters who neglected to do what they might 
have done. Natui^e has been outraged time 
and again. Wliile his brethren have found 
fault with him for doing so much, they 
have not come up to take their share of 
the msponsibility, but have been too will- 
ing to make him responsible for eveiy- 
thing. Bro. Butler came nobly up to bear 
responsibilities wheii thei-e were no othei-s 
who would lift them. If his brethren in 
the mmistry would have cultivated a will- 
ingness to lift the burdens they should 
have borne, my husband woidd not have 
seen and done so much work which needed 
to be done, and wliich lie thought must 
not be neglected. 

God lias not suifered the life of my hus- 
band to end ingloriously. He has sus- 
tamed him. But the man ^'\io i^ei-forms 
double labor, who crowds the w^ork of two 
yeai*s into one, is burning Ids candle at 
both ends. There is yet a work for my 
husband tij do whicli he should have done 
yeai^ ago. He should now have lass of the 
strife, iiei^lexlty, ami responsibility of life, 
and be riji cuing, softening, and elevating, 
fnr his last !.*1 1 ange. I le sh o u hi no w h i ishani 1 
hi.s strength, lie should not allow the re- 
sponsibilities of the causa to i-est u])on him 
m heavily, but -:bould ^itand flee, wheri^ 
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tlie prejudices aiid t5as|jieiviiB of lib br^tli- 
vm would not difituib liLs peace. 

God has permitted the precious light of 
truth to shiJie upon hia %vord, ami illumio- 
ate the mind of my husUnd He may re- 
tlect the my a of hglit from the present of 
Jesus upon oihcrs hy hifi pleaching and 
writing. .But while serving tables, douig 
business nmttei's in connection with tht 
cause, he has been deprived to a great de- 
gree of the privilege of using his pen and 
of preacliing to the people. 

He has felt that h-j was eallc I of Uod to 
stand in defense (jf the truth, and those 
who were not doing justice to the work lie 
has felt it \m duty" to reprave, and that 
sometimes severely, Tlie pressure of eire 
and the aiiiiction of disease have oilen 
thrown him into discoumgemept^^, and he 
his sometimes viewed matters in an exag- 
gerated light. His bretiiren have taken 
ad%mtagc of his woi'd.s, and of Ids prompt 
mamiei-H, whieli have Ijeen in such marked 
contrast with their taixliness of labor and 
tlieir narrow l^lans of opejutitm. They 
have accredited to niy husband motives 
and feel bg8 wl t idi were not due L ij 1 1 . The 
wide conti-iist between themselves and hioi 
seemed like a gulf; but this might easily 
liave been bridged bad these men of iuteh 
Icct put their undivuled interests aiul 
whole hearths inb) the work oflmUding ufi 



the iuipoi'i^iiil instituthms in Battle (Srcek. 
AVe luight exert au<l !ioM a eousUiut inlln- 
enec in thin ]>laee, at the head of the W(U"k,^ 
whiclj would a^lvanre the pim[ierity of 
these institutions, liut the course of oth- 
tM s Avho <lo not <lo what they might, who 
ar(; siilijeci to t(imptatioii, jf their ti-ack is 
urosscd, and wlio wonld reflect upon ottv 
most earnest eHbrts for the pro.sperity of 
Uod's cause, compels lis U:>^seek an asylum 
elsewhere, where we may work to better 
advantage with less danger of being crushed 
under burdens. Got! has given us great 
freedom and ]>ower with his people at Bat- 
tle Oreck. When we came to this place 
last summer, our work commenced in ear* 
nest, and it has continued ever since. One 
perplexity and diihculty has followed close- 
ly upon another, calling forih taxing lalK>r 
to set things right. 

When the Lord showed that Bro. Abbey 
might be the man for the place if he re- 
mained humble and would rely upon his 
strength, God did not make a blunder and 
select the wrong man. For a time, Bro, 
Abbey had a tme interest, and acted as a 
father at the Health Institute. But he be- 
came self- exalted, self-sufficient. He pur- 
sued a wrong course. He yielded to tempt- 
ation. His coni^e toward Bro. Kellogg 
was decidedly wrong. The course of the 
physicians U^wanl Bt-o. Kellogg was wrong. 



They sligwcd a narrow niiml, an ouviuu^, 
jealous spirit, especially Dr, Ginley, Bou- 
tors md superintendent united togetlior to 
elose eveiy opening for him at the Insti- 
tute. Tliey drove him to discouragement, 
and licF^peration. Tho wrong course pur- 
sued towai'd bim by othei-s was re-aeted 
upon us aft<3r Bro. Kellogg feU under tempt- 
ation. 

movements of this ebaracter made 
at the Inst i til trf about that time wei'e such 
as need t^i he repent^^d of Bro. Abbey 
made hiB inti^enee and power felt He 
knew that Dr. Kellogg underatood his 
grievous fault under temptation, and he 
was fully set that be should not find a place 
m that Institute, 

The course Dr. Ginley pui'siied toward 
John Kellogg wa.s displeasing to God. Dr, 
Ginley does not know what spirit he is of 
He gets excited, loses his balance, and pur- 
sues a narrow, bigoted, conceited course. 
God bas noted tlie words spoken, the do- 
poHment and acts toward Bra Merritt and 
John Kellogg These contemptible actions, 
caused by jealous su raisings, and caxried 
out in an uncourteous, nnbrotherly spirit, 
have passed into eternity with their bur- 
den of record. 

Pre\^ous to this, Bro. Abbey had been 
overcome by Sataiis devices. But fmm 
that time he b as been growing weaker in 
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(rud liad shown that he was the man for 
the place- \Vq used our influence to have 
him stand at his post at the Health Insti- 
tute and redeem the failure of his previous 
coui-se. We followed Bro. Abbey with let- 
tei-s of warning, lettei"s of counsel and re- 
proof We had taken up his case, and 
would not suffer the men of narrow minds 
wlia were in danger of going to extremes 
to ](i*ess him severely, and to have close 
1 ■ iiinection with Bro, Abbey, to be a spy 
upon his movements and thus discourage 
him. We soudit to give him every en- 
CMurfkgement. But after we were far away 
;uvl could not see or know the course of Bro. 
Aliirv. lie fell under the stronger tempta- 
tions oi^ Satan. He became independent, 
self-sufficient, and lost sight of the glory of 
God. He abused our contidenee, and 
piXfved too true the'se suspicions and sur- 
mismgH from those who had distnisted his 
integrity and moral principles, 

Bro. Abbey did not listen to the dii^ectoi"s. 
He moved according to his own Judgment, 
took things in his own handa^ and felt com- 
petent to judge of matters himself He 
was not light with God, and God left him 
to expose his weakness and his folly. But 
I saw that God holds the du-ectors re- 
sponsible for the coui^se of Bro, Abbey. 
Had they pursued a faithful, straightfor- 
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wai'd couvjse, lUt'y wnuld uuL uiily liavu 
ilicir uwii j^t^nlH^lmi prevented Bru. 
Abbey Iroui being inifaltlifvi L These bretb- 
ren are inexcirsablc. Tbcii' neglect of duty 
has l>con pkced npon record by tlie ange! . 
and has passed into eternity. 

The Hcaltli JnBtitiitc ha^ been under a 
very dark cloud. The s|>irit tlmt pcrva«les 
the hearts of the plrysacians needs to be 
transfonned befom Clod will be jilea^sed 
abide with them. Oh! wliat a change 
needs to be wrought there. 

Bro, Haniion I iUidsay wa^ aef[uainfced wit! i 
the apirit whieli Bro. Al kbey possessjed ; but 
he was IjUndeth He seemed infatuated. 
He chose Ids company, and these two were 
api^rently of o!^e heart. One sustained 
the other, ( lod s holy angels were grieved. 
Harmon waH n<'arly ruined. (iSod in his 
mei*cy permitted sicknt^ss Ui eomi' upon 
him which bad some intUience to arrest hh 
coui-se ] But Bro, Lindiiay has not sfiuared 
liuiLself, lie lias not conn^ out clear and 
fi-ee trom all the wrong iniluenco he had 
been under. His feelings were wrong, his 
heart wai5 not right with God. Unless he 
sun-endem lils unbelief and presses hLs way 
to the light, he will moat a^isuredly lotic 
Heaven. He needs to bo alarmed. He 
aoeds a new eonversiou. 

The excuses the directors ha^ e made for 
their neglect of dnty are all wrong. Their 
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shifting retpponi^ihilities upon Bro, and sis- 
ter \^Tiite is marked agamst them. They 
simply neglected their duty because it was 
unpleasant, Bro. Butler wa.s unfaithfid 
hero. He neglected the work of seitmg 
things in order because it was disagreeable. 
Bro, Butler and the dii-ectors are guilty of 
gross neglect of duty. These directors 
should feel a deep an:siety to tiy the mat- 
ter over agam, and redeem, bs far as possi- 
ble, thek unfaitiiful work. God does not 
hold Bro. and sister White responsible for 
these things. When those in office accept- 
ed tlieir position, they virtually pledged 
themselves to become respon.?ible for the 
prosperity of the Health Institute, 

The positions our brethren ha\"'e taken 
since niy husband s return to Micldgan, in 
excusing their neglect, and in being higldy 
sensitive in theu^ feelings, have made i^- 
treat on our part a necessity, I saw" that 
should we rcmam here, with the existing 
vicM^s and feelings of ourbrethi^n,our way 
would be hedged up, our usefukiess crip- 
pled, and our health and spirits sacrificed. 
The very liclp that we can give the 
church and these institutions are greatly 
needed. 

I saw that help was needed upon the 
Paciiic Coast, lint God would not have 
us take the responsibilities or liear other 
|iei|ilcxitjes. UVriiay stand m foimselom 
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ijjity help tiieiu with our mllueii^c aiul 
with our judgment. Wc inay do mueli if 
we Will not be induced to get under the 
load and bear the weight which others 
should bear, md whieh it is important for 
them to hear ha order to gain a necessary 
experience. We have important matter to 
wnte out which the people greatly need. 
We have precious; light on Bible truth 
which we may speak to the people. 

I was shoim that God did not design 
that my husband should beai^ the burdens 
be has borne for the last five months. The 
working i:kart in connection with the cause 
has been left to fall upon him. Tins ha.^ 
brought peiplexity, wcarincs.'?, and nervous^ 
debility, which has resulted in diseoumge- 
ment and depression. There has l>een a 
la^ik of harmonious action on the part of 
his bretliren froni the coiumencement of 
the cause. Ern. Andrews and Waggon- 
er liavc loved freedom. They have not 
lifted the i-esponaibilities which tbey might, 
and have failed to gain the experience 
they might have bad to stand in most 
responsible positions relative to the vital 
interests of the cause of God at the present 
time. They have excused their neglect of 
bearing responsibilities Weaose they feared 
being reflected upon after warcL 

Bro. Andrews ha-s failed in luauy iv- 
^^CQ^% but the greatest sin in biio in 
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professiing to couicide when in beart he 
was at variance. He was afraid of U/une, 
and, to avoid unpleasant feelings, cowardly 
j irofessed a union he did not fee], and coin- 
1 i lied in opinions ad \ aneed by my htishand 
which he did not in his heart believe. 
This made him weak. It displeased 
Uod and separated him from his favor. 
He had a di-ead of blaine which led liim 
into sin. 

The religion ^ve is colored by 

our natural dispositions and temperaments, 
tiierefore, it is of the highest importance 
tliat the weak points in our chaiBcter be- 
come strengthened by exercise, and the 
strong, iinfavorable points be weakened 
by workmg m an opposite direction, and 
by strengthening opposite ^[ualities. 

But his brethren have not done what 
tliey might and shonld have done which 
would have given ray husband suliictent 
enuouragement and help to continue to 
hear some responsihihties at the lu;ad of 
the work. Hia fellowdaboieni did not 
move independently and look to God for 
light and for duty for themselves, and fol- 
low in his opening providence, and coiiBult 
together upon plans of opemtions, and 
unite in their plans and manner of labor, 
llm. Waggoner and Andrews were too will- 
ing to submit their judgment and take the 
jnd-^ment (irmy hnsl>aml, and xvl ihi^ydid 
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mi icet tbe iiiiijortuace of iici'leut uiiioE of 
jiction. They were not obliged to give up 
their judguieiit, but this would be attended 
with the least perplexity. 

My husband erred in dwelling too much 
upon the mistakes of these brethren. It 
discouraged them, and deprived him of the 
help they might have given him. Hls 
own peaee of mind was dcsti-oycd, he 
let his own feelings control him, and he 
lost the favor of God, and did not reform^ 
his brethren. As they saw the mind of 
my husband so gvQMy disturbed, they felt 
that he was not right, and excused tbem- 
selves, in l>cing discouraged, from making 
efforts to do even what they had previous- 
ly done. Tliis was ^rrong in them and 
displeased God. 

Since coming to .Michigan last summer, 
t!ie Lord has especially biassed the laboi's 
of my husband. Ke has been sustained in 
a most remarkable manner to do woik 
that so much neetlcd to be done. Had Bm. 
Haskell and Butler been awake to see and 
imderskind the wants of the eause of God 
at our last iMielii^an Camp-mceting, the 
many tbiui^^s not done might liavc ken 
d(uic. TliLM C wa^ ii lack to meet the wants 
of tlie occiLsion. I Tad Ih o. Butler stood 
ehcerfid in iM, walkin-^ in tbe light, 
ready to Hce what was to Ik! iloue, and cxe- 
euUng tlie Wi>rk with dispairh, wo nhoulil 



now be inoutlis atlvanccd, and long ago we 
might have \mn freed from B. (A, and 
working to tlie point tt} cstablisli tbe work 
|il'<iu tlie Pacific Coa.st. God cannot he 
gJ<>vilied by our falling into singulaivgioom, 

? and then i-emalning unJcr tlie eloinl The 
light docs shine, although we may not 
realize it^ bles.sing; but if we make all 
diligence to press to the light, and if we 
move ahead just as though the light did 
shine, we shall soon pas.s out of the dark- 
ness and find light, light all ai^ound us. 
At our last camp-meeting, the angels of 

' God in a special manner came with their 
power to lighten and heal, and to Hess 
both my husband and Bro. Waggoner. A 
precious vicfcoty was there gained which 
should never lose its influence/ God would 
teach my husband in that demonstration 
that he can be a blessing to Bro. Wag- 
goner, and would also teach Bro. Waggoner 
that he can be a blessing to my huHban<l. 
The heai^ of these two men bad long been 
estranged, but the great Healer was at 
work witli the power of his grace to imite 
their hearts and bind in cords of love and 
tenderness these two fellow-laborers. He 
would make their hcaris one. Ho would 

I have this union which angels had fomed 
remain unbroken. There will always he 
something to meet which will call ^forth 
charity and forbearance for one another; but 
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tlje 8[*iilt *>r rlsxl wi>uld l>e grievcil if thesu 
hciivU nhiM l)e alicnaktl. They should 
Th; rts inie i«> ea(;h other as the (HMJipii,*^^ io 
t!io pole. Angels of *Jo<l cemented thu 
heaiis of Bm. Aiuhews, Bmitli, Whi te, and 
Waggtmer- Tnie hvotlicHy love and Chrls- 
iian follmVHhiii should^^ist with these men 
nl' (loil^all ai'ting a jvati in the great elnsmg 
up work fnv thesr last days. 

I wa.s sliown that Hod in a inuj^t marked 
manner liad given my hn^^hand iokem nf 
his luve and care, ami also of his sustaining 
grace. This sliould ever lead to liumillty 
and giutitiide m the part of my Inisljand. 
Ood has regarded hh y-f'^^ anil devotion to 
cause and liis w<trk. 

] was shown that God in great mercy 
\ml given Bm, Butler a part to act in con- 
nection with his cause and work. Yonr 
naturally unljelieving nimd has Leen in a 
great mca^sure transformed hy your accept- 
ing the truth and cultivating qualities op- 
posite those of unl>elief, fjuestioning, and 
doubt. God hm in a special manner helped 
your iBfirmities, and yet there are defi- 
ciencies in your character which need to 
be corrected or you wHl^ through these, 
mar the work of God and do injury to his 
cause. 

Bro. Butler, you have done weH as 
far as you have cnltivated the opposite 
charaetcr to unbelief and doubt, but you 
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*still have a greater work to do in thi.s di- 
rection. Satan is well acquaint-ed with 
yr>!ir weakness on tliese points. And 
-iiietiuies w]ien important decisions are 
be ma<ic, and important interests are at 
«take, he puts hit* coloring upon matters 
and things, all is shaded with unbelief, and 
a pall of darkness and gloom is spread over 
everytliing. This shades your religious 
exjieiience, and is a serious difficulty ; for 
at the very time when your powers are rc- 
t^uired to be the most vigorous, your dis- 
erimination the most clear and acute, all is 
molded by the influence upon your own 
mind. This is not explainable even to 
youi-self ; hut it is that which controls you 
altogether too much. Notwithstanding 
you make some effort to resist it, you are 
in great danger of making shipwreck upon 
this very point. 

Y^ou do notnatui-ally take things in at a 
glance, and you are too slow to see and act 
upon a point. In this yon lose much to 
tlie cause that might be gained, Tfiis is a 
natui-al defect which the giBcc of God can 
help you to remedy. But yoii need to see 
your own danger upon this point and work 
in an opposite direction. When in a di^- 
lemmaj you fretpiently remain too long 
waiting to see your way clear to your own 
mind, and inuch is lost to the cause which 
might he gained if thi.^ defect was reme- 
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died in your chaiitctcr. W'hm yott bccuJJic 
discaumged, or when your track k crossed, 
you too frequently settle back in a posi* 
tion that costs you the least exertion, 
do nothing, Satan then comes in, and 
your peculiar ti-aits of character are prom- 
inent. Yon i|uestlon almost every prO])o- 
sition, throw doubt over nearly eveiy sug- 
gestion, criticise everything, and arc a per^ 
feet clog to all that yon are connected 
with. If it is as you think impossible for 
yon to change this phase in your charac- 
ter, your best course would he to remove 
youi-self for tbe time being entirely from 
the cause of God, and leave the course of 
others unobstructed from your defects of 
character. You grow stubborn, self-willed, 
and obstinate, by holding yourself under a 
cloud, and casting your disagreeable, dis- 
mal gloom upon all connected with you. 
Belf-will and stubbomne^ are indulged to 
the eacrifice of the highest interests, and 
you are meanwhile excusing yourself that 
you cannot belp it, that you have no power 
to rise above this deplorable evil, n you 
have not power of yourself to overcome, 
Christ has made provisions for you through 
his name. You should not consider your 
Christian experience correct \m\em you 
can be weU balanced in all these directions 
where now you are so defective. God 
wants you to die to self, to subdue joiir 
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wilt and tuntrul your Ktubburn dif^l^u^itiuii. 

It is congeuial to your feelmgs at times 
to settle into a contrary, unamiabb state 
of mind, when you feci just like It, and too 
many times have you done this, and the 
result hfus been more fearful than you have 
calculated upon or imagined. You are not 
a fully converted man til! this evil is over- 
come, and you are in a position to be de- 
pended upon in any emeigeney, 

God wants minate men. Ho will have 
men who are as tme when impoi-tant de- 
cisions are to be made as the needle to the 
pole ; men whose special and personal in- 
terests are swallowed up in the one great 
general interest for the salvation of souls, 
as were our Saviour's, Satan plays upon 
the organ of the mind where any chance 
has been left for him to do so, and he 
seizes upon the very time and place where 
he can do the most service to himself* and 
the greatest injurj^ to the cause of God, 
A neglect to do what we might do, and 
that which God requires we should do in 
his cause, is a sin which cannot be palli- 
ated with excuse of circumstances or con- 
ditions ; for Jesus has mide provision for 
all in every emergency, 

Ero, Butler, in doing the work of 
God you will be placed in a variety of cir- 
cumstances, ail requiring self-possession 
and self-command that will qualify you to 



peculiarities i)f Uic situation. Then tjan 
you art yourself uncmban-asiseJ* You 
shoultl not place tixt low an estimate uiiou 
your ability to act your part in tlic various 
callings of i>raetis"al lile. Where yon arc 
aware of tleilcioneie^j go to work at ont-e 
to remedy these defects. Do not trust to 
others to supply your deficiencies and you 
go on indi fib rent ly, though it were a 
matter of course that your peculiar organ- 
ij5ation must ever remain 8o. Apply your- 
self earnestly tf> cure these defects, tliat 
you may be perfect in Christ Jesus, want- 
ing in nothing. 

If yon fom too high an opinion of your- 
self, yon will think your laboi^ arc of more 
real con3e^[uence than tbey will bear, and 
you will plead individual independence 
which l>ordei*s on arroganc^e. If you go to 
the other extreme and fonn too low an 
opinion of youi-self, you will feel inferior, 
and leave an impression of inferiority, 
which will greatly limit the influence you 
might have for good. You should avoid 
either extreme— feeling should not control 
you; circumstances shoidd not affect you. 
You ma J fonn a conect estiuiatc of your- 
self which will prove a safeguard from both 
extremes. You may dignified without 
vain self' confidence. You may be conde- 
scending and yielding withont sacrificing 



sel f- re^ipcct * tv i nd i \^ id i lal i m 1 c peiidc rice , 
nnd your life may bo of groat inHucnce 
v^'ith those in the higher as well as the 
luwer walks of life. 

Bro. Btttlcr has had sutuc hcl[> frum Ids 
wife; but Um often bcr inlluencc, her 
wonls and her actions, have been a heavy 
weight, an a<!ditional burden. Hhe has a 
warped character, a rough, jagged organi- 
;^ation, highly sensitive and extremely nerv- 
juk, conscientious and severely critical, 
\s k'\i'\i has made bcr a burden rather than 
a help. ] Fer life has not been \vithout some 
Ii\ ing spots, lier works have been good in 
s^ime directions. Ihit she hm gathered 
bun lens and responsibilities upon herself 
to mold the cnnscienccs of othera to her 
extreme ideas, which have seemed to her 
essential Hiriter EiiUcr lias been in gi-eat 
bUndn<^H of mind whicfj lias led her to see 
matters all wrong- liei' feelings have been 
wrong. She has not viewed my husband 
in the correct light. She has had much to 
^ay to her husband which brought no free- 
dom or light, but only darkness. His best 
course would ha\ e been not U> engage in 
controversy, and seek to have tier under- 
stand God had not laid special burdens up- 
on her, and she was not to afflict her soul 
over others' supposed wrongs. 

Sister Eutler has a strong imagination, 
and lias kept before her the supposed in- 
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comiisknciea in the Clirmtian cliaracter of 
others, and has felt so gi'cat a burden thut 
alie ha;?; Imt the correct knowledge of her- 
self. God has not laid upon sister Butler 
the ljurdens she lias canied. It is her par- 
ticular oi:ganizatioii to imagine the woi-st, 
and gi'oan under supposed terrible evils. 
God can take cai-e of his own work. The 
enenjy has magnified before her mind the 
wrongs of men in responsible positions, 
hispecially in the case of my Iiusband, sis- 
ter BiiUer has taken these things to he^rt 
as though she w^ere responsible for his er- 
roi'3. She has brought upon heiself many 
times a perfect frenzy over things which 
existed only in a highly excited imagma- 
tion, Slie has talked much. Precious, 
golden time has been exhausted in needless 
convei-sation, especially with her husband, 
in regard to those things connected witli 
the cause which seemed to her all wrong, 
. She has imagined that everything was to 
l>e wrecked in consef|uence of the wrongs 
of my husband. The enemy colored niat- 
tei-s before her imagination to suit his own 
puiposes, 

Sister Butler lias haJ a great many un- 
necessary fears, and canicd a great many 
needless bui-dcns, and alHicted her soul 
over many things without cause. For this 
she will gain no reward, but there will be 
loss, not only to hei-self, but to others, Sis- 
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tcr Butler has been watchmg and condemn- 
ing the course of my husband for that 
which she deems undue severity or censure, 
while she has been doing the very thing 
she stands braced to condemn in him. 

Sister Butler should leave othei"s to the 
performance of their individual duties and 
to bear their responsibilities and maintain 
all that independence she claims for herself 
She should be on her guard to shun both 
the fire of fanaticism and the coldness of 
formality. She has all the work she can 
possibly do to avoid extremes, to guai'd her 
tongue, and control her spirit, and leave 
the important interests of the cause with 
the Lord. She should be softening, ele- 
vating, and sweetening her spirit for the 
final touch of immortality. She should be 
careful that while she is watching and crit- 
icizing the course of others she does not 
cultivate a bitter, censoriotis, stormy spirit 
Avhich disgusts the heavenly angels. She 
should cultivate modest and retuing vir- 
tues which are the valuable ornaments to 
women. 

A Lai king, excitable woman may be ex- 
cusable among those acijuaintcd wdth the 
tnie goodncssj of her heart and her virtucH, 
l.Hit auiQng strangei-s who are unacquamted 
with licr life, history, and religious cliarac- 
tm\ hicalculahh* harm iiuy be done. An 
nnguanlcil, excitable, talking woman whf*se 
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I'loirieiit i.^ tHUiUoveJEiy Mid ciitknsui upon 
ilic cliai'acter of othei-s, ^viil get ilie lca%'en 
(/f jealousy at work wfeicli will affect entire 
iilmr»lie.s. Bister BuUer ne^ds to calm 
down and lay off tlie bunleiis slie bas lifted 
ill bebalf of uihm. She sboiikl encourage 
a bappy, confiding trust- in God, and be 
hopeful and cheerful; then she may liave 
health, then she can help her husband. 
She should cherish that love which aufler- 
elh long and is kind, and is quiet and in- 
olitrusive in ib iniiuence. She needs to 
cultivate the true dignity of Christian in- 
dependence which holds fast the form of 
sound words. 

If sister Butler could have a true photo- 
graph of her life intiuence pi-esented before 
her with ber many woi-ds and her excita- 
lile spirit, she avouM find that an import- 
ant work was before ber that she has not 
dreamed of. She bas had a great influence 
tipon the mind and pen of Bra Butler. 
Sister Butler has intelligence and experi- 
ence which are of great value if she will 
use them correctly. But she needs a wcll- 
lialanccd mind and a controlled imagina- 
tion. Sire should banish from ber heart 
hUf^picion and evil surmising^, and ehcri.^b 
an uven temper, which is amiable and 
]>raise worthy. Tlie true spirit of t'hris- 
tianily h needed to influence and uontrcd 
the hlc and f'haractor, piirifying the liearl. 
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Hiiftcniug, elevating, and rcliniug the atlec- 
tions and propensities ; then true Christian 
politeness will give her access anywhere. 
She needs the inward adorning, the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet spirit which is 
in the sight of God of great price. 

Ransom was shown me al standing be- 
ibre the people uttering words of condem- 
nation and bitterness agaia^t the church 
very unbecoming, whicli brought the frown 
of God upon him and all who gave sanc- 
tion to him. Was Bamom without sin ? 
Was he a criterion for others ? Was he a 
pattei-n of Christian propriety ? While lie 
was hurling out his invectives against the 
people of God, you and Ero, Abbey and 
Bro. Ings were in unison with him. You 
did not see impi^oprietj'' in this course. You 
could sit and exult in spirit. The hearers 
were disgusted, and the angels of God were 
disgusted. Sucli extremes always bring 
reaction. Hansom Imd not the Spiiit of 
God. Bro. Abbey had not the Spuit of 
God. They moved in their own spirit* 
They were jealous to bring tlie church mio 
a close jdat'C and to himible them, Goil 
was not at all in ibis worlc. It began and 
\ ended in self. So great a iui3s.sure wai 
brought upon the church they beitanie con- 
fused and bewildereth At this time tbcy 
needed Iielp, Bro. Butler mme, and rc- 
]M->rts were rfiadc lo liiui in rcgar^l to thr 
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state of individualii md tlic cliurch which 
he unfortunately received. He did not 
discern the spiiit. He united hk inflitenca 
w ith that of Bro. Lock wood. Many thought 
that if Bro. Lockwood was wrong, Bro. But- 
ler would not vindicate his course and jire^H 
the burdens upon the church closer which 
they had felt they were unable to bean 
Confessions were made by many to Bro, 
Lockwood, especially by the children, which 
never shoidd have been made. Bi-o. Lock- 
wood has ever inclined to be too exacting 
with others, especially with the young. 
He has not cultivated a spirit of tender- 
ness, pity, and brotherly kindne=^, temper- 
ing hifi words that they should not repulse, 
but win. Bro- Lode wood, as he notices 
eiTors and wrongs, has a zeal to set the 
errmg right, antl he reproves when it on)}' 
makes matters worse, Bro. Lockwood may 
Uke a course to be loved rather than dis- 
liked. Our Saviour enjoined upon Peter 
to prove his love by caring for the himhs. 
This was the discipline Peter needed. His 
stern, exacting nature needed the softening 
influenee of love for children^ couiiiig down 
fi'om the pmition of a stern judge to meet 
their young minds, Bn\ iockwcMid, you 
need the element uf love. Praise where 
you cm, and censure as little m possible; 
for (^ensure an*l dir^tatinu isiuMm rtnu genial 
U> ymy tt'tuper than l^ve, liovo bogeU 



lijvc ; tender, courteous mantiei-N begot the 
.same with those with whom we iLssociatc. 

Bro. Butler, licre i.s an instance when^ 
tlie i^epoi'is of relatives and their .statements 
a llbcted your judgment and controlled your 
<jpinioDa You received surmisings and re- 
ports froM those who were wrong them- 
selves, and you reported these things to ns 
which threw an unnecessaty burden upon 
US- The Lord gave me an impressive dream 
which T sent back from California to Battle 
LVeek, and which aiTested the high-toned 
feeling and stayed the excitement. The 
pecuhar temperament of 3^our wife is to 
see some terrible things and to sumise great 
r ^ ils. She feels that she has imcommon 
diseernment to detect wi^ong which has ha^l 
an influence upon your life, and aflected 
your laboi-s in connection with the cause 
of God- A grievous wrong was done the 
f'hiu ch, and that which mmo this matter 
the moi'c aggravating was that Bro. and 
siiiter White were made responsible for 
these sad eiToi"s when they were at a great 
tlistance from the scene of confusion. The 
church was made to believe that these fa- 
natical demonstrations, these namw, rad- 
ical sentiments which were bound ujion 
the church were sanctioned by Bro. and 
sister White. Then, in that time of con- 
fusion, perplexity, and darkness, the ctiurch 
netuled the true light to shine among tlieui. 
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Tticn the vuicc ilic tiii€ svalcfiinaii \vu» 
iiecKled to give the certain souulL Tliere, 
Bro, Butler, you eoiiipletely failed. You 
filed in on the side of those who were de- 
ceived in thenoselves, and who were de- 
ceived in reference to their duty to the 
church. All that naiTOw-minded bigotrj^^ 
jealous watelung, the overbearing, dictator- 
ial spirit, and the arbitrary power which 
was exercised, should have been most firmly 
and sternly rebuked. You were the man 
who should have discerned and corrected 
these mistakes which afiected the vital in- 
terests of the people of God. But you 
failed utterly. You listened to reports. 
You were influenced by the testimony of 
friends and relatives, and yon gave your 
influence in their favor. This was a griev- 
ous wrong. The dress question was made 
the burden of religious experience, and the 
test of Christian character. Testimonies 
which God had given to meet certain 
wrongs were brought in to sustain and 
give force to the fanatical movements of 
Hansom and others. There the light God 
liad given was put to a wrong use. It was 
abused. Since tliis interpretation of the 
testimonies to meet i*adical minds and sus- 
tain the overhearing tyiminy of those wlio 
professed to he especially led of God, I have 
no burden upon dress reform. The dress 
question shall never more be advocated hy 



uie until it ran be tixated fairly and con- 
sistently. T will never funiish ill-balanced, 
riturow minds with ar!:ciimcnt^^ or evidence 
to make a mid upon others. 

There in a cla8.s who seem to be inca[table 
of handling such snbjecLs as tlie dress ques- 
tion with discretion. They make testi of 
privileges and cany tlie refoims so un- 
wisely that they do rncalculable injury to 
the cause of God. The dix^ss question is 
carried beyond the purpose or design of 
God. This class conveit that wliicli God 
allowed as a bless mg into a curse* 

God does not leave his people to the 
judgment of such unbalanced minds. These 
excitable elements liable to extremes, have 
not breadth of moid or depth of judgment. 
Their minds are formed to run in one groove, 
and when forced from their accustomed 
groove seem to bo nowhere, and unfitted 
for anything. This fanatical work in B. C. 
has passed into eternity with its burden of 
results. It can never be taken back, never 
Im undone. Here, Bro. Butler, is your 
danger of being affected by the influence 
of your relatives. They \iew matters in 
a certain light and give you the benefit of 
their views and experience ; and before 
you are aware of it you are incorpomting 
these views and feelings with your own, 
;iuil you move and act in reference to the 
iinj>rcsFiion made upon your mind. 
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UanJuin Uilk^ ^vlliull mm InUi u.vcitc- 
iiient, has Uodg a bad work. It in always 
lad. It lias unbalanced the mind of sister 
Butler, and niatle her at times little less 
than m iiiaane woman. Ptocious, proba- 
tianaiy time is fiist pas.stng, and can nevei" 
be i^callcd. This time is given to prepare 
for eternity. Vain and needless talk must 
be restrained and overcome. 8Lsfccr But- 
ler, your much talk has had its influence 
upon your Ims^band, He has too often in- 
corporated your suggestions, your fears, 
and your criticisms, into bis articles and 
sermons. My sister, you are not required 
to be as silent as some women ; talking is 
your safety-valve j but sometimes you talk 
youi-nelf into an excitement which is detri- 
mental to you, and positively injurious to 
others. You have endured much imagin- 
aiy sufterin^f that had no real existence 
only in the mind. But tiiis made your 
^^uftbring none the less acute, ^'ou desei^e 
sympathy, wlule at the same time you 
could do very much to place yourself in 
more favorable conditions. 

I was shown that Bro. Butler was too 
much affected by the opinions of others, 
especially when such opinions suggest rig- 
id requirements of others. I was pointed 
back to the condition of things existing in 
Battle Creek two yeai's ago. The enemy 
canie in and worked with the minds of 
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Bro. and sister Lock wood, Bro. Ings, and 
Bju Abbey, Bro. Butler did not discern 
the extreme course they were pursuing. 
He did not at that time take a correct 
stand, and work to the right point. Brn. 
Lock wood. Abbey, Ings, and seveiul others, 
carried matters to extremes. Had you, at 
that time, Bro. Butler, !iad that close con- 
nection with the Spirit of God you might 
ha\'e had, you would not have been swept 
in with tbiB strong fanatical spint. Like 
a true watchman, you would have taken 
your stand iinnly against all such rash, 
bigoted, disgraceful exhibitions of human 
weakness and fanatic^al eiToi-s. 

Bro. Butler, your danger now is of be- 
ing affected with repoiis. Your labors 
am decidedly practical, close, and cutting. 
You riiin up the people very close tests 
and rci[uireiuents. This is necessary at 
times, but your [a1n>rs are f^^eiting ttJ be 
too imich of this cha meter, and will lose 
their force unle?4s mingleil with more of 
the softening, encouraging grace of the 
Spirit of G<"d, You alkiw the wordsi of 
Bro. and sisUu' Loek\\'<M:Hl. and others of 
your relatives and special fj iends, to influ- 
ence }'our propositions and allci^t your de- 
cifiions, ^'ou cimlit too readily ami in- 
cor[)orate tlicir views into your own ideas, 
and ai-e too often led astray. You need tt\ 
be guarded. The (kmili*^- in C i ' flncAy 



86 

related have bad an iuHuence. Your judg- 
ment, your feelings^ your views, inflaeDce 
tliem, and in turn, they influence you, and 
a strong current will !>€ set flowing in a 
wrong direction iinles-'^ yoii are all tlior- 
oughJy consecrated and humble heki^ 
God> AH the elements of these family 
connections arc naturally independent, con- 
scientious, and incluied to cxti-emes, unices 
especially Imknced and controlled by the 
Spirit of God. 

I was shown in the caae of Bto. Carl- 
atedt that he was a conscientious Christian. 
But Bro. Butler had received impressions 
through reports, some of whicli had no 
real foundation in truth, which led him to 
watch and to ciitieise the course of Bro. 
Carlst^dt, and to arouse distmst and sus^ 
picion in our minds, Bro. Carlstedt hatl 
bat a short experience, and iie wwi only 
i-espoasihle for the light he had. He 
walked in the light to his best knowledge. 
Cruel suimi^iings were turned against him, 
which cast suspicion upon all hb efforts! 
The mistakes of his life Imfore lie embraced 
the truth excited, with some, stimg preju- 
dice against him. The eoui-se wo pumued 
towad this hYiAlm- was not the best Our 
confidence in the suggestions of Bro. But- 
ler led us aj^tray. It grieved Bro. Carl- 
stedt to the heart and ailded to his afHie- 
tion of lJf lll3^ sinil emhilk'reil the last days 



187 



of his life. Especially has the couiTic uf 
Bro. Lee been censurable. He found fault, 
criticised, and made the course of Bro. 
Carlstedt very hard, when, had he pos- 
sessed the right spirit, a spirit of brotherly 
love and kind courtesy for one of his own 
countrymen^ he might have helped him. 
But envy and jealousy closed the beart^ of 
Bro. Lee. He could have co-operated with 
Bro. C. if he had chosen to do so. But his 
spirit was not right. He did not want to 
help our brother, but to discourage him in 
his efforts. Bro. Lee will not l^ able to 
do as well as Bro. Carbtedfc whom he cen- 
sured. He must feel his wrong in this 
matter, and exercise true i^epentance to- 
ward God. 

Kever, never bo intlueneed by reports. 
Never let your conduct be influenced^ by 
the nearest and dearest relatives. . Keei) 
the secrets in connection with the cause of 
God even from the wife of your bosom. 
She need not become acquainted witli 
your movements, for it would too fre- 
tpiently make subject-matter for aijgument 
and unreasonable feelings. The time has 
come when the greatest wisdom needs to 
i(c exercised in reference to the cause and 
work of God. Judgment is needed to 
know whm to speak and when to keep 
silent. Hunger for sympathy frequently 
)f\a<ls to imprufh'nce of a £(rave character 



in Qponing tho fcoliiigs to othei!^. 
appcarajice claims sympatliy froqueiitly 
Avhen it were better for you if you did not 

receive it 



Feeling, 

Eiu Butler, you ai'e contiofled too much 
by feeling. The very close and severe 
preachiDg that you liavo given at BatUe 
Gi-eek has been, in some instances, the im- 
preasions and ideas i-eceived through your 
i-elative'^. Yoii, with many othei^, have had 
fears in refei'ence to Bro. White's injuring 
individuak by his severity. As the ease 
has been presented before me in the kst 
view given me, I have different feelings in 
regard to this matter. I aui now con- 
vinced that the very one^s who have folt 
burdened over his close talk which ap- 
Ijesi^ed severe in some individual case?^, 
would not do nearly as well as he has 
done were they similarly situated. None 
should deceive tliemselves in this respect. 
Your wife made the remark to me at 
Monterey, tliat y«Hi talked very plainly 
and cut very close, but you had such a 
way of saying it that no one was tried 
with you. 1 now think she i.s deceived. 
Were you placed in the same ]tr>.sition that 
my hii^'liaiul hn^ birn in. 1 dimil,! .^really 
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fear the i-esult. You are a man that, when 
self is touched, says things more severe 
than my Inisband would daie to speak* 
Yoi; liave at times stood m the desk at 
Battle Creek and poured out strong, severe 
censure upon the church, which hurt them 
and you. They bad no evidence that God 
prompted you to speak in the unqualified 
manner that you did. If it had been my 
husband spoakiugj and you listening, you 
would have felt indeed that he was over- 
bearing and severe. 

In the case of poor Woolsey, you might 
have erred, if at all, on the side of mercy. 
But, Bro. Butler, when WooLsey cast re- 
flections upon you, self was aroused in a 
moment, you felt indignant, you lost com- 
mand of youi'self, and bom down in an un- 
sparing manner upon the poor^ deceived 
soul. 0 my brother, you were all too 
severe upon Woolsey. However wicked 
he was, whatever eoui^e he had taken, it 
would have been better to eiT on the side 
of mercy than on tlie side of severity. 
Now, my brother, you liave not really 
known youi'scif* Your c()ui*se in connec- 
tion with Kaiisom Ijoekwoofb Brn. Abbey 
and Ings, was a gi-ave mistake. Hansom 
is easily excited, easily prejudiced, and if 
hi;^ wife would ever cling to Clod and walk 
in the light, she might pmve a great help 
to Ram «>Ui. Biit ' he V- .''Waj t.'d by lu^^ 
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fcelmgi, like yoiu:iclf, and she views tliiyg^ 
in a wrong light. She sustains liim when 
she sbould firmly resist his strong, over- 
bearing, pressing spirit. You boto know 
that Bro. Lockwood is not well balanced. 
He is liable to have exaggerated views and 
veiy strong feelings, which he must con- 
stantly restrain. He was entii-ely out of 
place in seeking to t-oa^^h, or reprove, or 
condemn, the clmrch. But you could not 
discern this spirit. 

Bro. Butler, you have felt burdened lie- 
cause my husband has spoken plainly ^d 
with apparent severity to indi\iduals. Your 
wife has felt that she must have this mat- 
ter corrected in Bro. WTiite. Your recent 
sermon in C, on love, was a matter chas- 
en for the occasion, to teach my husband 
his duty. The remarks were all correct. 
But how did tliis discourse harmonize with 
your fonner severity to this cliurch ? How 
did this discoui-se upon love compare with 
your manner of labor with poor WooLsey. 
Here is wheie the spirit of love, exereis^ 
in a kindly manner, w^ould have been at- 
tended with the best of results. Here is 
whei-elove nuglit have achieved goo<l re- 
sults, Woolsey was not sane, 

Bro. Butler, you must not let Satan 
blind your eyes and lead you to glaring 
inconsLstcncies. You move sometimes im- 
|virlsively, ils ynn hapjicn in feci; It is im- 



portant that you know your^self, and be- 
come familial' with the tenor of your c jn- 
duct from day to day, and the motives 
which prompt your actions. You need to 
become acquainted with the jj articular mo- 
tives which prompt particular actions. 
Ev^ery action of onr livc<s is judged, not by 
the external appearance, but from the mo- 
tive which dictated the action. 

You should gnai'd your senses, leat Satan 
gaui victory over you, for these are the 
avenues to the soul. Be as severe as you 
like in disciplining youi^elf, but be very 
cautious how you ^uiah souls to despera- 
tion. You feel that Bro. \\liitc h alto- 
gether too severe in speaking in a decided 
tnanner to mdividuaLs, in i-eproving wdiat 
he thinks is wi-ong in tliem. Hu is in 
danger of not being so careful in bis man- 
ner of reproof as to give no occasion for re- 
tloction. But you go into the desk and 
use the most cutting, repro\iiig, condem- 
natory laufrnage, too indiscriminating to a 
congregation, and you feel that you liave 
relieved your soul and done a good work. 
But the angels of God do not always ap- 
prove such lal)r»r. If Bro. \\4iite makes 
ime individual feel that lie is not doing 
right, if he is too severe toward that one, 
and needi to be taught to mocHfy hia man- 
ners, to soften his spirit, how much more 
sho^il l Bro. i;utlor ftjel tlio inL^tmsistcncy 
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of making a lai^ge congregatiun sudur from 
cutting repixjofs and strong denunciations, 
when the i^alJy innocent must suffer with 
the guilty. 

It is worse, far worse, to give expressioii 
to tlic feelings in a large gathering, firing 
at any one and every one, than to go to 
the individuals yon believe have done 
wi-ong and personally re]^rove them ; for 
the innocent suffer with the guUty. The 
offensivencss of this Kevere, overbeaiing, 
denunciatoiy talk in a large gathering is 
of as much more grave a diameter in the 
m'ght of God than gi\'ing jjcrsonal, individ- 
ual repiwf, OS the nuniberw are greater and 
the censure more genemh 

It xs ever ea^sicr to give t^xpi'ctision to the 
feelings before a congregation, because there 
are many prasent, than to go oi*en[y, frank- 
ly, and plainly jitatc their wrong course fat^e 
to face with tlio erring, But bringing into 
the house of (iod stroni,' fcelingn againfit 
individuals, ami making all the innocent as 
well as the guilty Kuifer, is a toanner of la- 
bor that GtA does not sanction, anrl wbirh 
does harm rather than giH>d. It has too 
often Ijeen the <jasu that your sevcix', critied 
tliscoiii'ses given at IktUe ("reek have not 
fostered a spirit of hwe in the brethren. 
They have not tended to make them spir- 
itually minded, and iAi lead tliem t^j holi^ 
nem and llmveii. Dut a spirit r4 hittei- 



ii€E>?4 has Ix^en aroused in hemis at times 
that has led to desperation. Had the man 
who spoke these sharp and severe things 
been Bra. White, he would have been held 
to a confession by many, not excepting 
even youi-self 

Bnx Butler, I was ahown Bro. Abbey, 
and Jiro. Lock wood, and youmlf, in com- 
])any with some others, frequently convers- 
ing together. Vour woids were mnest, 
and you were all excitec]. You were all 
united in spirit. At this time, the unwar- 
mntalite raid was made upon tiie church, 
^^our iaspi ration on gome of these occasions 
was not from Heaven, but from the spirit 
of men who were about insane. This work 
was shown me in ali its bearings, and my 
?30ul was sick and my heart faint. But I 
never had tlie idea beibi-c it was presented 
before me that you had sustained Ransom 
in his condemnation of the clmrch. 

I never pitied the chur(;b in Battle Crcek 
I do now. They have endured nobly 
these terrible movements which were the 
direct work of the enemy. Hro. Butler, 
there is nothing gaiueil to tlie cause of God 
by these fearful blasts of condemnation. 
And while you would teach Bro. \Viiite 
the benign influence of love, oh 1 cany it 
with you. Let its influence blend with all 
your laboi-s, and characterise you as a true 
shepherd of the ttock. You need U> close 
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ymiv cars lu ici>(it i;i, L(» gi> lorth a:i une tkal* 
who caninjt hear, and vlom your eyes an 
one Vilind who cannot see the great and 
teii-ihle Btafce of things which k too often 
pictured before jour imagimition, " Who 
is bluid but my servant, or deai* m my 
messenger that I sent." 

I present thc^e tilings before you as they 
wei'e presented to ine. I have great conti- 
dence in my husband s power of discrimi- 
nation, and bis judgment in regard to the 
fitness of things. Bro, Butler, you need 
that love whien you recooimend to be a 
powerful element m the Christian life and 
chai'acter. These strong semons that cut 
a man all to pieces are sometimes positive- 
ly necessary to arouse, alarm, and convict. 
But unless they bear the especial marks of 
being dictated by the Spirit of God^ they 
do a far greater injury tlian they can do 
good. 

I was shown that my husljand'K course 
1j as not been perfect He has erred some- 
times in murmuring, and in giving too se- 
vere i-eproof. But from what I have seen, 
he has not been so greatly at fault in thk 
1 espcct as I Imve feared. ^Ve need reproof. 

Job was not undenstood by his frien<ls. 
He flings back upon them their reproaches. 
He shows them that if they are defending 
God in avow^ing their faith in hini and their 
consciousness of sSn^ he had a more deep 



an<l thuiougb knowledge of it than tlicy 
ever liad. Miseralilo comfortei-s are ye alj, 
is the answer he makes them to their crit- 
icisn^a and censures. I also, says Job, coukl 
sjjeak m ye do if your soul were in my 
soul's stead. I could heap up words against 
you, and shake my head at you. But he 
declares he would not do this. I, he says, 
would strengthen yon with my mouth, and 
the moving of my lips^should assuage your 
grief. 

Well-meaning brethren and sisters, but 
liaving narrow conceptions and looking 
only at extemak, may attempt to help 
matters which they have no real knowl- 
edge of Their limited experience cannot 
fathom the feelings of a soul who has been 
urged out by the Spirit of God, and has 
felt to the depths that earnest and inex- 
pressible love and interest for the cause of 
God and for sonk that they Imve never ex- 
perienced, and who have bDme burdens m 
the cause of God they have never lifted* 

The narrow vision of some short-sighted, 
short-experienced friends, cannot appreci- 
ate the feelings of a soul who has been in 
close harmony with the soul of Cliirist in 
connection with the salvation of souls. The 
motives are misunderstood and the actions 
misconstrued by thase who would l>e his 
friends^, until, like Job, the earnest |>rayer 



i(*H'.s lintli tVom liis lijifi, Save iih; iVtmi iiiy 
Iriciids. 

God takes the ca*so uf JmIi in It an* I liim- 
stM Hh patience him iiecn severely taxed ; 
Imt wlicn Oo*l Fjieal^s, all hm pettish feel- 
ings are cliangcd. I lis !5oU- ]ustifi(»ti(m, 
which he felt neeesj=aiy to Av ith stand the 
eonilemnation uf his friends, h not ncces- 
sary towanl God, He never niisjud^s. 
God never erm* Hays tlio Loixl to Jeb, 
Gird up now thy hnm like a nmn;. aiid 
Job no sooner hcara tlie divine voice than 
his soul is 1 lowed down with a sense of his 
Hinfulneas, and he isavfj l>dbrc (Uyd, I ablior 
iriy^eif in dus^t and awhes. 

When Getl ha^ spciken, niy Imssband Im 
hearkened to hm voice. But to beai' the 
condemnation and refleetion of his friends 
who dfF not seem to discriminate, has been 
a great' tiial When Im brethi*eii shall 
have stood un*ler the ?!anic eireirnistances, 
bearing the rei^prinsibilities he ha.s borne 
with as little encoin'agenieivt and help an 
he has bad^ then they may l»e able to un- 
derstand how to sustain^ bow to conifoi t, 
how to blesfi, without U^rturing bin feelings 
b}' reflectiMiiH and censnrr-^ in m way 
deservew. 



